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Summertime blues 
The BNP leadership tried to look upbeat at their Red White 
and Blue festival but the tents and marquees could not 
mask the fact that they are not a happy bunch of campers. 
The previous year, the BNP had been in an upbeat 
mood. The party felt that it was unstoppable, regularly 
winning council elections and hopeful of success in the 
European Parliament and London Assembly elections. 
However the fascists’ electoral dreams had amounted to 
very little, so there was not much to celebrate this year. 
As a consequence, for the first time in a long time, the 
BNP did not feel like they were in the ascendancy and 
the sombre mood at the festival reflected that. 
Attendance at the festival in the Midlands was around 
1,600 and that was halved again on the Sunday. Nick 
Griffin look tired and deflated, as did others who had a 
lot invested in the failed electioneering at the beginning 
of the summer. It’s never a good to idea to mix a nazi and 
alcohol, and the licensed event meant that the football 
hooligans couldn't resist giving nazi salutes and 
generally acting like louts at the BNP’s supposedly 
“family” event. The inability of the beery BNP 
supporters to keep their right arms from giving the 
Hitler salute - like Dr Strangelove in the Peter Sellers film 
~ meant that one act refused to perform. Ironically, it 
was “balladeer” Stigger, a former band member of nazi 
band Skrewdriver who thought the nazi antics were too 
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much. Of course, when Skrewdriver was in its heyday, 
sieg heiling was de rigueur, usually followed by fisticuffs 
on the “dance” floor. Perhaps Stigger just knew where it 
was all leading. 


BNP infiltrate left 

Desperate for some good news, the BNP recently 
announced that they had successfully infiltrated the 
Socialist Workers Party (SWP) in Manchester for a year. 
Through their membership of the SWP the BNP’s two 
student activists then also became involved in Unite 
Against Fascism and George Galloway’s Respect Coalition. 

Quite what the BNP thought they would gain from this 
exercise is anyone's guess. In the North West, the one 
place where the BNP infiltrated, they were hit hard by 
the anti-fascist opposition. It’s certainly an unusual 
tactic for an organisation that claims that it is a 
respectable political party. 

Clearly though, there is a cautionary tale for 
Searchlight readers to be wary that the BNP has 
employed the tactic of infiltration of what it perceives as 
its opposition and is likely to do so again. People need to 
be vigilant and ensure that they know the backgrounds 
of any newcomers to their organisations and those 
whose backgrounds cannot be checked - such as 
students — should not be given positions of authority 
until they have proven themselves. 
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Risking the elements 


The middle of August means only one thing for British fascism, the annual Red, White 
and Blue (RWB) festival, the British National Party’s major political event of the year. 
The weekend event, which was held for the third year in succession in a field in Swaley, 
in the picturesque Ribble Valley, is meant to portray the BNP in a positive, family- 
orientated light. As in previous years however, the leadership had not counted on the 
drunken nazi-saluting exploits of their followers. Searchlight’s Nick Lowles reports from 
inside the RWB. 


t was late on the Friday evening when I approached 
the site. The rain had gone but it had left its mark 
on many of the neighbouring fields and gardens. 
Even in the darkness it was clear that much of the 
RWB field was a quagmire. 

This was the third festival that I have attended and 
I approached it with some trepidation. The BNP know I 
attend but have not, so far, identified me. Last year, master 
of proceedings, Kevin Scott, even called for me to reveal 
myself from the stage. As I drove up to the BNP security 
team, I would be lying if I didn’t admit to some nerves. 

My concerns proved to be unfounded. I was duly 
checked in, handed my orange wristband and waved 
through. I was surprised to see several hundred people 
already there, but I was less surprised to see that most of 
them were drunk. Drunkenness was to be the 
predominant feature of the weekend. 

I erected my tent, mingled for a while and then turned 
in for the night. I lay down with some nervousness, 
thinking about the fact that, only days before, the police 
had raided this farm and found an illegal firearm and 
silencer. A man has since been charged. 

There was a hive of activity on the Saturday morning. 
The final touches were being put to the main stage, which 
this year was a 40-foot lorry, local regional stalls, a go-kart 
track and a bouncy castle. Between the main stage and 
the beer tent, Just Joes and Brooklyns Catering were 
already doing a brisk trade in burgers and bacon butties. 

In all there were about 1,600 people there, slightly 
more than last year. Many stayed in the 160-odd tents 
dotted around the site, others in B&Bs in nearby 
Clitheroe. The party had helpfully provided us with a list 
of local cab companies to help BNP supporters to get 
to and from the site, To make sure we “bought British’, 
they also listed local Asian firms to boycott. 

The mood, however, was quite different. There was 
none of the optimism that dominated last year’s event. 
There was no talk of the impending political 
breakthrough, of dozens of new councillors about to be 
elected and certainly no talk of the UK Independence 
Party being “yesterday's party”. This year the mood was 
subdued and bitter. We were bombarded with the tear- 
jerking stories of failed election candidates who had 
been cheated out of victory by a conspiracy that 
involved virtually everyone. 

The demeanour of BNP leader Nick Griffin summed 
up the mood of many. His face was drawn, red and puffy. 
His shoulders were hunched and he was without the 
confident exuberance of last year. It is not surprising 
really as he had been expecting to attend this year’s RWB 
as a Member of the European Parliament and to be 
surrounded by dozens of new councillors. Instead he 
has seen his party falter in the polls, his own leadership 
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undermined by his underhand attempt to allow non- 
whites into the party, and the media onslaught following 
the BBC Secret Agent programme. 

His keynote speech was equally downbeat. He riled 
against the political opponents who had used every 
“illegal tactic” to try and shut down the BNP. His next 
targets were the banks and supermarkets, which, 
according to Griffin, were plotting with the agrichemical 
industry to force farmers into high-density production. 
This, he continued, had led to the fall in the nutritional 
benefit from the food produced and caused many 
illnesses including chronic depression. 

All interesting stuff but way beyond the audience. 
Griffin had started with an audience of about 900, By the 
end, 45 very long minutes later, this had dwindled to 600. 

The other major feature of his speech was anti-social 
behaviour and youth crime. Offering us the virtues of 
birching, he also suggested that the culprits should be 
offered the chance to work in the community. He cited 
the example of one lad from East Anglia who had been 
given the chance of restoring a barn instead of being 
punished through the courts. 

Let’s just hope that the working conditions were better 
than those offered to the NF activists who Griffin had 
put to work in the late 1980s. Back then, and passed off 
as a party fundraiser, NF activists tore out asbestos 
without any protective clothing and rebuilt a barn...on 
his father’s farm. 

One group who were less than pleased with 
their leader’s speech were the Keighley contingent. 
Despite winning two councillors in the two wards 
contested in June, Griffin denounced the branch. 
He claimed that they had made many mistakes and 
contained many “bad apples”. 

Griffin's speech was long and boring and even I could 
not wait to the end. I slipped out of the audience and 
wandered around the site. 

Despite the hype that this year's event was going to be 
the biggest and best, I was surprised how little was 
actually there. Few of the party’s regions had answered 
the call to provide displays and the much-publicised 
stalls for commercial letting lay empty. What was there 
was hardly scintillating. John Gregory, from Halifax, had 
his box of racial eugenics books, and the West Midlands 
region were dishing out their usual fare of strange 
looking food. Not to be outdone in the bizarre food stalls 
was London who were serving out “thick crust 
sandwiches’. I think they missed out the stale in the title 
somewhere. 

West Country activist Mike Howson had provided the 
children’s assault course. A former solider who has 
served in Northern Ireland and is now heavily involved 
with ex-servicemen groups, he is a rising star in the party. 

The children’s entertainment was organised by Ian 
Collinwood, the new Merseyside organiser. He has 
recently replaced the totally ineffective Joe Owens, who 
appears to be taking a back seat while he writes his, 
autobiography. Before anyone gets too excited about the 
startling admissions, Owens has announced that he is 
only covering his political life between 1978 and 1988. 
Quite what he has to write about given that the BNP 
achieved nothing in Merseyside during this time, or 
since, is anyone's guess. 

At the far side of the field, Sean from Scunthorpe was 
raising money for the party by offering punters the 
opportunity to pose with his 7-foot snake. Given that he 
was charging a quid a time and he appeared to have very 
few takers when I walked past, it is unlikely that he will 
be having to register his donation to the party with the 


Electoral Commission. 

Next to Sean were the two London stalls. Richard 
Barnbrook and Bob Gertner appeared to be doing most 
of the work here though I did see the 17-times convicted 
criminal Colin Smith popping up from time to time. 

Missing from the line-up was the Bradford stall. 
I overheard talk of an argument between Bev Jones and 
Bradford BNP boss Paul Cromie over his plans to have a 
raffle on his stall. The Bradford man was told that this 
contravened the licensing agreement and in disgust, 
Cromie refused to set up the stall. Given that Cromie 
likes to boast of being a millionaire, Griffin and Jones 
might come to rue their rudeness. 

For the first time, the BNP had obtained an 
entertainments’ licence and the beer tent proved to be 
the biggest attraction for most of those present. Given 
the almost paralytic state of so many supporters the 
organisers must have sometimes wished they had not 
bothered. On the Friday evening one man was so drunk 
that he appeared to mistake a tree for his tent and 
climbed up and went to sleep. 

How times have changed. Headlining the Saturday 
evening's entertainment was Steven Calladine, better 
known in fascist circles as Stigger. A former member of 
the notorious nazi band Skrewdriver, and strong 
supporter of Combat 18, he has since transformed 
himself into a keen supporter of the ‘new’ BNP. So new, 
in fact, that he actually refused to play because too 
many of the assembled football yobs (mainly from 
Chelsea, Leeds and Burnley) were giving nazi salutes. 
Even a furious Griffin, who leapt on stage to denounce 
the football crowd, did little to reduce their exuberance. 

Others were less upset by the assembled nazis. 
Doc Madness was quick to fill the void. He was later 
followed by Griffin's daughters who “entertained” the 
crowd with some songs in Welsh. The night drew to a 
close with Stuart Russell's fireworks display, which, even 
I had to admit, was better than last year’s. 

Sunday was supposed to be the political day, the day 
when Tony Lecomber, Mark Collett and Jonathon 
Bowden et al. shared their political vision with the lowly 
membership. But it went wrong even before it had 
started. Collett was in no mood for anything after being 
rudely and publicly humiliated in the ‘Weakest Link’ 
competition, the previous evening. Lecomber was also 
in a foul mood but this owed more to the fact that about 
half of Saturday’s audience decided not to hang around 
for the Sunday. Many of those that remained were more 
interested in the car boot sale in the adjoining field. 

In hindsight, Lecomber must thank his lucky stars that 
so few people heard, or cared, about his Q&A session. 
By now the event was bordering on the ridiculous. 
In answer to a question about Barclays Bank's decision 
to shut out the party, we were informed that the BNP 
was to join forces with their continental counterparts to 
set up their own nationalist bank. I looked around the 
room in bemusement only to find half the audience 
nodding enthusiastically. The other half simply fiddled 
with their shoelaces or scratched their noses. 

Sunday was an utter disaster. The organisation was 
shambolic, everything was delayed, if it happened at all, 
and tempers amongst the leadership were getting 
frayed, The prize-giving ceremony and closing speeches 
appeared to have been forgotten, not that this bothered 
the assembled audience. Fighting their way out was by 
now occupying most peoples’ minds. Mine included. 

Politics had taken second place to a big booze-up but, 
given the poor election results and the despondency of 
many of the leadership, perhaps this was just as well. 
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Funny 
BNP fall foul of 


By Nick Lowles 



























he British National Party 
(BNP) faces official censure 
and probable legal action 
over its failure to submit 
audited accounts to the 
Electoral Commission as it 
is compelled to do as a 2 
registered political party. Ox 
There is even the outside \@ 
possibility that the party 
will be deregistered and so 
unable to contest elections. 

Under new rules governing 
the funding of political 
parties, which were designed 
to make the process more 
transparent, after repeated 
allegations of sleaze and 
funding for favours, audited 
accounts have to be 
submitted if the annual 
income exceeds £250,000 a 
year. In the year to 31 December 
2003, the BNP received well in excess of this figure and so 
was required to put in its accounts by the end of June. 
It failed to do this but were given an extension until the 
end of July. 

This second deadline was also missed and as 
Searchlight goes to press, audited accounts have still not 
been lodged with the Commission. 

“We gave them some leeway because they obviously 
don't have the infrastructure of the major parties,” 
a spokesperson for the Electoral Commission told 
Searchlight. “However, we have still not received the 
accounts and we have had no further contact from 
them. They are now in breach of the law”. 

The Electoral Commission confirmed that this was the 
first time that a party, with an income of over £250,000, 
had failed to submit audited accounts. Possible 
penalties include the Electoral Commission appointing 
its own auditors to review BNP accounts, passing the 
case over to the police and legal action that could result 
in a fine of £5,000 or the BNP being suspended from 
participating in elections. This last option is unlikely at 
present but was raised by the BNP leadership at its 
recent organisers’ conference. 

The threat of legal action is the latest bad news to hit 
the party. Recent council by-election results for the BNP 
have also been less than impressive. Last month they 
polled just 2.6% of the vote in North Aryshire, Scotland 
and 11.6% in Barwell ward in Hinckley and Bosworth. 
In both cases the BNP ran proper campaigns with door- 
to-door canvassing and several localised leaflets. 
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The East Midlands result was 
especially disappointing as 
the party achieved 7.6% of 
the vote across the local 
authority in the European 
Elections and, with UKIP 
not standing, it would 
have hoped to pick up 
a sizeable proportion 
of UKIP’s 27.8% vote in 
the European elections. 
Its candidate, former National 
Front organiser, Mick Shore, 
was also well known in the 
local area. 
Last month Searchlight 
reported that Barclays 
Bank had closed 20 
BNP accounts. While the 
party has switched opera- 
tions to the HSBC, where 
it already held accounts, this 
disruption has led to substantial 
logistical difficulties and confusion. 
It also follows the damning BBC undercover 
documentary that exposed criminality and extremism at 
the heart of the BNP. 


Incompetence or questionable accountancy? 
The BNP as usual, has sought to dress up this present 
crisis up in conspiratorial terms. The party’s new 
treasurer, John Walker, questioned whether “secret 
forces” had acted to force two previously willing 
auditors to withdraw from carrying out the work. 

Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, never shies away from 
any dramatic situation where he can present himself as 
the victim of a conspiracy. His latest flight of fancy was 
to suggest that the difficulties facing the party were part 
of a Government-inspired plot to soften up the public to 
accept the internment of the party leadership. 

Speaking at a national organisers’ conference in 
the East Midlands early last month, he said: “The aim 
is to disrupt our campaign to turn the thousands of 
inquiries we received during the election campaign 
into members, and to criminalise the party in the 
eyes of a sufficient proportion of the public to 
‘justify’ the temporary internment of senior BNP 
officials in the event of a major Islamist terror strike 
against the UK. 

“So when Islamist bombs force raids and arrests 
among the Muslim community — complete with mosque 
doors getting smashed in by armed riot police — the 
government will want to be able to reassure moderate 


Muslims that they're being even-handed by arresting 
‘white extremists’ as well.” 

This conspiracy theory comes hot on the heels of the 
BNP’s claim that the UKIP success in the recent 
European Elections was devised by the main political 
parties and Searchlight at a Joseph Rowntree Reform 
Trust meeting in January. The party has also asserted 
that the Government carried out the biggest 
gerrymandering campaign in British political history 
just to rob the BNP of victory in the same elections, 

The central components of the “conspiracy” are the 
Labour Party, Trinity Mirror and Searchlight. The other 
main parties, the trade unions, the banks and virtually 
everyone else who opposes the BNP perform 
supporting roles. 

The real reason why the BNP failed to return audited 
accounts is more straightforward. It is either incom- 
petence or dodgy accounting. 

Given the strict Electoral Commission rules, and the 
readiness of the BNP to adhere to other regulatory 
requirements, a simple cock-up seems unlikely. The BNP 
has had over six months to get its accounts audited and 
even if two auditors did pull out mysteriously, it would 
not have been too difficult to find an alternative. 

That leaves questionable accounts as the only 
explanation. Could it be that the two auditors who 
initially agreed did not like what they saw? There are 
certainly precedents. 

In the autumn of 2000 Michael Newland resigned as 
BNP Treasurer in disgust at some of the financial 
shenanigans within the party. He was joined by Sharron 
Edwards, the party's deputy leader, and her husband, 
Steve Edwards, then West Midlands regional organiser. 

As reported in Searchlight at the time, £1,500 was 
given to Tony Lecomber, the party’s group development 
officer, in the form of a loan repayment as a means to 
avoid affecting his social security benefit. In addition, 
an extension to Nick Griffin's home was built at the 
party’s expense and the party also funded his dodgy 
used car business even though he passed it off as a 
private project. All this was done without any 
consultation with Newland. 

Even more recent accounts, available on the Electoral 
Commission website, have aroused suspicion. 

“First we get accounts for the year ended 
30 September 2001,” one tax expert told Searchlight. 
“They are followed by accounts for the year January to 
December 2002. Three months are missing. 

“Then there is a balance sheet stated to be as at May 
30, 2003. It is usual for the balance sheet to be drawn up 
on the last day of the period for which the profit and loss 
account is drawn up. The annual profit shown in the 
balance is not the same as the profit for the year to 
December 2002, so it is apparently not just a typing error 
on the balance sheet date.” 

In 2002 the party claimed to have three staff, 
considerably lower than the 29 once boasted of in party 
literature. Despite this, salaries came to only £10,136, 
which is a surprisingly low figure for three wages, 
especially when, in 2000, Griffin drew a five-figure salary 
from the party for himself. 

Another £53,000 was paid to others in professional 
fees. While paying party officials on a freelance basis 
means the party does not incur various employer costs, 
the onus is on the benefiting official to register this 
income. “While the BNP has legally not done anything 
wrong here, it would not look good for a party of law and 
order if its officials were not recording their income,” the 
tax expert added. 





Vanishing donations 

One area that an independent auditor would be 
interested in investigating further is the donations to the 
party. In 2001 the BNP raised £57,707 through 
donations. This rose to £76,931 the following year. While 
the 2003 accounts have obviously not yet not been 
submitted, the figure is likely to be substantially higher. 
We know that in addition to its ordinary fundraising, the 
party raised over £200,000 for the recent European 
Elections and much of this was accumulated last year. 

Tens of thousands were pledged at the Trafalgar Club 
dinner last October. Held in a hotel in Gloucester and 
organised by Nick Griffin’s mother Jean Griffin, the 70 
guests pledged money to fund specific projects. In one 
case, a BNP supporter promised to give the party 
£10,000 to fund the security operation in the run-up to 
the election campaign. 

Interestingly, the BNP accounts for 2002 state that the 
Trafalgar Club, and so any money raised by it, does not 
come under the Treasurer’s jurisdiction. 

While well over £350,000 has been donated to the BNP 
over the past three years, very little of it can be 
identified. Political parties have to declare all donations 
of more than £1,000 accepted by a party accounting unit 
or £5,000 accepted by the party's headquarters. To date, 
the BNP has only declared £49,637.04 of this income as 
coming from 30 donors. 

In 2002, when the party raised £76,000, not one 
donation is registered. This would appear quite 
improbable. 

There is also no mention in the 2001 and 2002 
accounts of the thousands of dollars raised for the 
party by the American Friends of the BNP (AF-BNP). 
Under new party funding legislation, overseas 
donations of over £200 have to be registered with the 
Electoral Commission. Mark Cotterill, founder of 
the AF-BNP, regularly boasted in his material of the 
money raised for the BNP. 

The Electoral Commission is currently considering 
what action to take against the BNP. Whatever it chooses 
to do, there is a strong case for a more in-depth 
investigation into BNP finances. Searchlight believes 
that under such inspection the BNP castle may well 


collapse into sand. 


Sto 
BNP... 


the fight 
continues... 
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News from the sewers 


Nazis go 


Hollywood 





The Fuhrer of 
Bedford Kevin 
Quinn of the 
November 
9th Society 


o say that Kevin Quinn is a self-seeking, 
pretentious, poor excuse for a Nazi Fiihrer would 
be a gross exaggeration of his abilities and 
chances of any kind of political success. 

Quinn took over one of Britain’s oddest nazi outfits, 
the November 9th Society, in 2000, after it had lain 
politically dormant for a number of years. He quickly 
gave it the alternative name of the British National 
Socialist Party. 

Quinn, from Bedford, appeared on the nazi scene in 
the 1990s hanging out with the nazi boneheads of Blood 
and Honour, the followers of the international nazi 
music scene. Pushing forty, Quinn looks a bit out of 
place with the young nazi boot boys. Yet they are already 
too old for the age group Quinn wants to recruit to his 
Mickey Mouse outfit. 

The November 9th Society has been around since 
1977. Even among the more serious adherents of 
British nazism it has the reputation of being a bunch 
of Hollywood nazis who like to dress up in uniforms. 
Its rank system probably has more levels than the 
organisation has members. 

In recent years Quinn has been targeted by police 
investigating hate on the web. He was raided three years 
ago when he “safe housed” a number of European and 
American nazis who travelled to Britain for the annual 
Ian Stuart Donaldson memorial gig, although the police 
missed the people he was harbouring by a matter of 
minutes, Quinn and his guests mostly failed to make it 
to the gig after a combined effort by Searchlight, 
Customs, immigration, a number of country police 
forces and Special Branch made sure they were unable 
to spread their message of hate. For Quinn it was a 
financial and political disaster. 

His act was going nowhere until he decided to take 
advantage of the Electoral Commission's new rules and 
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registered his tiny group as a political party, which he 
claims will fight for council seats and for parliamentary 
seats in the next general election. 

Quinn, who is not unknown in British National Party 
circles in the East Midlands, has also had the backing of 
Simon Shepherd, the notorious woman-hating nazi 
with a sick side interest in cannibalism. Shepherd has 
two convictions for spreading hate material in the 
Netherlands and the UK. At the time of his conviction in 
Britain he was active in the BNP. On both occasions he 
was sent to prison. 

Shepherd has created websites for a number of hard- 
core nazis and racists across the UK. He was clearly 
happy to service Quinn’s needs in working up a very 
attractive website clearly aimed at kids, and kids with . 
very little sense at that. 

Quinn has also published a comic to be distributed in 
schools. If he is to be believed they include at least two 
comprehensives in central London. 

Quinn’s endless claims include being a very skilled 
kick boxer, an ex-Territorial Army officer and a 
marathon runner. He may be telling the truth when he 
claims to have a wife and three children at his home, 
which according to our sources has security on a par 
with Fort Knox. 

Perhaps his most outrageous claim is that he has 
3,000 paid-up members putting over £70,000 a year into 
the party’s coffers. A tenth of that figure might be nearer 
the truth. 

It is unclear why the Electoral Commission should 
give this vile outfit the go-ahead to register as a political 
party when it refused the White Nationalist Party 
registration on the grounds that its name was offensive. 

Do its officials know nothing about the rise of Hitler 
and November 9th 1938, Kristallnacht, the night of 
broken glass when the nazis carried out a mass pogrom 
against the German Jewish community? What is the 
point of registering this group that will almost certainly 
be shut down in the near future? 

Terry Flynn, a former follower of Oswald Mosley who 

worked as a labourer for British Rail, set up the 
November 9th society with his wife, a former British 
judo champion, in their home town of Milton Keynes. 
Very few adults showed any interest in it, but a gang of 
local school age children went on a spree of racist 
activity in the area, often being arrested and punished 
while their mentor got away scot free. 

His wife made her own claim to infamy with a series of 
attacks on Jewish and halal butcher’s shops. She was 
expelled from one of Britain’s leading animal rights 
groups when members discovered her criminality and 
her anti-Jewish hatred. 

Flynn endowed himself with the Hollywood-style title 
Commandant Flynn. Now we have Commandant 
Quinn. 

Quinn claims to have joined the November 9th, 
Society in 1981 at the age of 16 and ended ¢ 
up as Flynn’s personal bodyguard, before | 
persuading Flynn to hand over the | 
commandant’s baton to him 19 years later. | 

Did Flynn ever attract any real support? 
He certainly found one well-heeled 
backer in Colin Parkin, a retired official 
from one of the national utilities. 
Parkin lived at Siberscotte Manor 
in the Welsh borders and played host 
to the November 9th Society on a 
number of occasions. He also 
attracted Dave Slaymaker, a former | 


















soldier in the Royal Green Jackets and keen parachutist. 
It is in the territorial army section of the Royal Green 
Jackets that Quinn claims to have served. Slaymaker 
was one of a handful of British nazis to receive 
specialist paramilitary training in the USA from nazis 
who had served in the US Army’s Special Forces. 
Building on the skills he learned in the British army, he 
was taught how to make car bombs and get through 
electronic security devices and systems. 

Parkin also encouraged the latterday nazis to play 
tribute to dead Nazi servicemen buried in the Peak 
District with an annual Nazi-style ceremony. 

Quinn has far right connections via Blood and Honour 
rather than through his own pathetic group. 

I will give him this, he is a tricky scumbag. Last year 
people looking for Searchlight on the worldwide web 
occasionally came across a website with a very similar 
name to our www.searchlightmagazine.com, where 
Quinn treated them to a load of nazi codswallop. 

Quinn produces a nazi comic for distribution to 
school children entitled White Wolf, which clearly 
incites physical violence against Jews and others. 
The one good thing about this is that when the police 
get around to arresting him, he is likely at long last to 
be looking at a prison sentence. 

The last nazi-style comic aimed at children appeared 
in the early 1980s under the sick penmanship of the 
longtime nazi alcoholic Bob Edwards from Kent. 
Edwards went to prison for it. We cannot see any reason 
why Quinn should not be heading in the same direction. 

Compared to the BNP and National Front, and even 
the small but nasty White Nationalist Party, Quinn's 
outfit was a joke until he chose to target school age kids 
with his filth. 








Griffin in 








climbdown 


By Nick Lowles 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY (BNP) leader Nick Griffin was forced 
into yet another embarrassing climbdown last month after he 
shelved plans to allow non-white people to join the party. 

The move, quickly seized upon by his internal opponents, is 
another sign of his growing political weakness within the party. 

“In June, shortly after the BNP failed to make an electoral 
breakthrough, Griffin announced a proposal to alter the party’s 
constitution and allow non-white people to join the BNP. He claimed 
that this decision was taken to prevent the party being taken to 
court and possibly even closed down. 

Griffin was backed by the party’s legal eagle, the non-qualified 
“lawyer”, Lee Barnes. He claimed that the Commission for Racial 
Equality (CRE) had written to the BNP claiming that its recruitment 
policy, of only allowing ethnically white people to join, was illegal. 

The proposal was met with furious opposition from the party's 
rank and file. While Griffin would probably have won the vote for the 
constitutional change, very few activists would have backed him. 
Griffin knew that without the support of his activists, his own 
position would have been considerably weakened. 

The threatened legal action was, of course, a red herring and this 
soon became obvious to many BNP members. Late last year, an 
Asian man asked to join the BNP but was refused. He went to the 
CRE and they, in turn, wrote to the BNP and asked for a copy of 
the BNP’s constitution. This was the first, and only, correspondence 
between the CRE and the BNP Nowhere in the letter was legal 
action threatened. 

The BNP also received this letter before Griffin wrote an article in 
the December issue of /dentity in which he said that he would never 
allow black people to join the BNP. 

A populist clique within the party, who are determined to 
moderate the party's image and policies, raised the threat of legal 
action after the BNP’s electoral defeat. Among this group are Eddie 
Butler, Tony Lecomber, Martin Wingfield and Colin Smith. 

The basic premise was that no one could call the BNP racist if it 
allowed black members. More fundamentally, it was ending the 
BNP vision of a white-only Britain. 

“They knew they would never be able to sell this policy to the 
membership so they concocted an external legal threat,” one BNP 
organiser told Searchlight. “But under closer examination it has 
proved to be nonsense.” 

Griffin has subsequently tried to portray his climbdown, which 
leaves policy as it was before, as gallant and firm leadership. 
He has even tried to portray himself as independent of the 
discussions, despite the fact that he spoke in favour of the change 
at a leadership meeting. 

The issue was due to be discussed at a national organisers’ 
conference on 1 August but Griffin again backed out of this, citing the 
need to discuss the “international conspiracy” raging against the BNP. 

Griffin might fool a few people, but growing numbers within the 
party see this whole issue as just another example of his poor 
judgement and leadership. Searchlight has always said that 
while times were good for the party his weaknesses would be 
overlooked but when times got bad, then his followers might not 
be so forgiving. 
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International 
Brigaders 
reading 
English 
language 
wall- 
newspaper 


By Ken Keable 


hese words echoed down the years and across the 

sea from Spain to Ireland on 9 July when 

Waterford posthumously honoured and joyfully 

celebrated those who were officially reviled in the 
1930s. Two surviving veterans of the International 
Brigades, who fought in the Spanish Civil War in 1936-38 
to save Spain and Europe from fascism, unveiled a 
monument in The Mall, Waterford, to their eleven 
comrades from that city. About 400 people, including 
families of the Waterford brigadistas, city councillors 
and some of Ireland’s leading trade unionists, gathered 
for the unveiling and the impassioned speeches. 

Earlier in the day the veterans toured the Waterford 
Crystal factory, stronghold of Waterford’s labour 
movement, where they met the leading trade union 
representatives and management presented them with 
commemorative crystal pieces. Before the ceremony, 
there was a mayor's reception in City Hall. Relatives of 
Mossie Quinlan, Jackie Lemon, Frank Edwards and Peter 
O’Connor were present, but the organisers were unable to 
trace relatives of the Power brothers (Johnny, Paddy and 
Willie), Jackie Hunt, Johnny Kelly (all of whom are known 
to have died in England), Harry Kennedy or John O’Shea. 

As Michael O’Riordan movingly said in his speech, 
some of the brigadistas had to leave Ireland because the 
Catholic Church and “official Ireland” hounded them 
out of their jobs. Frank Edwards, a teacher, was told in 
writing that he would never work in a Catholic school 
in Ireland again. He taught at a Jewish school in Dublin 
until his retirement. The Catholic Church in Spain has 
officially apologised for supporting the fascist rebellion, 
but its counterpart in Ireland has yet to do so. 

The monument, made of Spanish granite and created 
by international award-winning Irish sculptor Michael 
Warren, was erected by the unanimous decision of 
Waterford City Council. It was unveiled by Michael 
O’Riordan (87) of Cork, former Chairman of the 
Communist Party of Ireland and author of The Connolly 
Column (a history of the Irish international brigaders), 
and Jack Jones (91), President of the International 
Brigade Memorial Trust and former General Secretary of 
the Transport and General Workers’ Union. Both men 
fought in the battle of Brunete in 1938. (The only other 
surviving Irish veteran, Bob Doyle, was unfortunately 
unable to make the journey from London). 

Other speakers included: Moe Fishman (89) of New 
York, Secretary of the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade, who spoke warmly of his memories of the Irish 
volunteers in Spain and brought thanks from a US peace 
organisation to the Irish people, for their opposition 
to the invasion of Iraq; The Mayor of Waterford, 
Cllr Seamus Ryan, a grand-nephew of Peter O’Connor; 
and Dolores Wilde, daughter of Sam Wilde, commander 
of the British Battalion of the International Brigade, who 
read from the speech made by her namesake Dolores 
Ibarurri to the departing international brigaders in 1938, 
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“You are history, you are legend” 


telling them “You are history — you are legend”. 

Writer and broadcaster Liam Cahill, a cousin of 
Mossie Quinlan, who was killed in the battle of Jarama 
in 1937, speaking in Spanish, Irish and English, said 
“T hope that the monument will become a place of resort 
for all our citizens, young and old, and for our visitors to 
come and reflect on the perennial values of democracy, 
republicanism and socialism, and the continuing need 
to defend them.” 

The ceremony was chaired by Waterford playwright 
Jim Nolan. Eleven red roses were placed before the 
monument by young relatives of the Waterford men 
whose names were listed on the plaque. Frank Kelly 
(brother of the late Luke Kelly of The Dubliners) led 
the singing of The Internationale, which became the 
anthem of the International Brigades, and piper Tom 
Casey, son-in-law of Peter O’Connor, played Ireland’s 
national anthem Amhrdn na bhFiann (The Soldiers’ 
Song). After the ceremony there was a social evening of 
traditional music and song in the Granville Hotel. 
Dubliners singer Ronnie Drew sang Christy Moore's Viva 
la Quinta Brigada, about the Irishmen of the 1st 
Brigade who were killed in Spain. 

Several speakers emphasised that the Spanish Civil 





neo aro Tht 





War was an international war to defend the elected 
government of Spain against a fascist revolt that was 
aided by the armed forces of Hitler and Mussolini, at a 
time when Britain, France and the USA were still 
appeasing Hitler. These governments shamefully denied 
the elected government of Spain the right to buy arms to 
defend itself. Moe Fishman said that the International 
Brigades and the Spanish people bought these 
governments two and a half years in which to change 
their minds about Hitler, and if they had done so, and 
had the fascists been defeated, the Second World War 
might have been averted. This is the historic 
significance of the war. This is why 42,000 anti-fascists 
from 53 countries rallied to the International Brigades, 
in what he called “World War One-and-a-half”. They saw 
what was coming, and tried to stop it. 

Most of the Waterford brigadistas were former IRA 
members who had joined the 1934 Republican Congress 
which tried to make the Republican movement more 
political. Some, who then went to London to find work, 
joined the GMWU and two (Peter O’Connor and Johnny 
Power) joined the Communist Party in Southall while 
remaining active in the London branch of the 
Republican Congress. Peter O’Connor (and probably 
some of the other Waterford men) took part in London's 
“Battle of Cable Street” in October 1936, when fascist 
Blackshirts were prevented from marching through the 
Jewish area of the East End. Later Peter O’Connor, 
Johnny and Paddy Power and Jackie Hunt went to the 
Communist Party headquarters to volunteer, and left for 
Spain on 19 December 1936. 

To help pay for the monument, a beautiful, and highly 
informative, commemorative booklet, by Manus and 
Annette O’Riordan, is available from the Book Centre, 
25 Barronstrand Street, Waterford, Republic of Ireland, 
for €10 (plus €3 p&p from Britain). It is appropriately 
titled You are history, you are legend. 


" 
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Barwell by-election: BNP last in poll 

The BNP are seeing electoral success slip through their 
hands. They came last in the poll in a by-election last 
month for a seat on Hinckley & Bosworth Borough 
Council. BNP candidate Mick Shore secured only 187 
votes. The winning Liberal Democrat won with 739 votes, 
11.6% of the votes cast. 





BNP routed in Scotland: last again in poll 
Attempts by the BNP to become an electoral force in 
Scotland came to nothing when its candidate, Paul 
McKenzie, managed to get only 23 people (2.2%) to vote 
for him. The North Ardrossan ward by-election for North 
Ayrshire Council was held at the end of July. 

Standing as BNP - Putting Scotland First, McKenzie 
came last in the poll. The winner was a Conservative and 
Unionist candidate. The BNP were beaten by Labour, 
the Scottish National Party, an Independent candidate 
and the Scottish Socialist Party. 

The heavy BNP defeat is significant as they put 
considerable work into the election, copying successful 
campaigns from England, and were still thoroughly 
humiliated at the ballot box. 


BNP councillors now stand at 22 
The defection of a sitting Conservative councillor on 
Mirfield town council in West Yorkshire to the BNP. last 
month, brings their total number of councillors to 22. 
The BNP claims that the councillor, Roger Roberts, has 
been a member of the Conservative Party for 45 years 
and is a former vice-chairman of the Dewsbury 
Conservative Association. He is the second Conservative 
councillor to defect to the BNR 


Six jailed for attack on asylum seekers 

in Scotland 

Six teenagers were sentenced last month to a total of 
eight-and-a-half years after a sheriff warned that asylum 
seekers are being attacked “for sport”. 

Sheriff Michael O’Grady told Glasgow Sheriff Court 
that such “recreational racism’ had become “utterly 
endemic’. 

The gang admitted an unprovoked assault on a group 
of Iranian men in Glasgow. 

“People come to this country seeking refuge and 
support, but they end up victims of crimes committed 
for nothing more than sport,” he said. 

“It is recreational racism. Time and time again, I hear 
of these incidents. They are intolerable, but it appears 
the message can go unheard.” 

The court had earlier heard that Mohammed Said, 
Mohammed Jolani, Mike Fard and Katenga Kabeya 
were attacked in the Springburn area of the city in 
August last year. 

The large teenage gang responsible included Craig 
McGrath, 17, Paul Keenan, 17, James Hollands, 17, 
Kenneth Twigg, 17, Sean Kerr, 17, Thomas Manuel, 16, 
and a 15-year-old girl who cannot be identified for 
legal reasons. 

They chased after the Iranians while hurling a stream 
of foul-mouthed and racist abuse. 

One witness said that they rounded on the men “like a 
pack of wolves”. 
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Keep moving > > > 


By Steve Silver 


his month’s TUC Congress takes place in 
Brighton, which is why the following pages are 
dedicated to trade union work against racism 
and fascism. 

Trade unions are not the speediest of beasts, but once 
they start moving in the right direction, then their 
enemies had better get out of the way. Over the last year 
the trade union movement has been moving against the 
fascists. Union activists should be proud of the fact that 
their efforts made a major — probably the major — 
contribution to ensuring that the British National Party 
(BNP) did not do as well as it had expected or hoped in 
this year’s June elections. 

It was trade unionists who helped to wipe the smug 
smile off of BNP fihrer Nick Griffin's face when he 
missed getting elected to the European Parliament, 
something that he really believed was going to happen. 

Nevertheless, in spite of the fact that the BNP was 
kept out of the European Parliament and also, narrowly, 
the London Assembly, they now have 21 local councillors 
and secured over 800,000 votes in the European 
elections alone. 

Until recently, the fascists had spent a couple of 
decades consigned to the fringes of the political scene 
in Britain, irrelevant hate-filled sects more prone to acts 
of terror than successful electioneering. 

The BNP formula is to campaign locally — hardly a 
novel idea, but one often abandoned by the mainstream 
political parties - and present themselves as the party 
standing for the “silent majority” of white people. Backed 
up by the tabloid press that constantly bleats about 
“political correctness” and “asylum seekers”, the BNP 
are often not seen by voters as a nazi organization but 
as an electoral expression of “common sense” views. 

In 1996 trade union supporters of our work formed 
Trade Union Friends of Searchlight (TUFS), launched at 
TUC Congress of that year. From the outset our approach 
has been to work with union branches and trades 
councils with the view that what happens locally will filter 
through nationally. Hundreds of union branches have 
subsequently affiliated to TUFS, supported the work of 
Searchlight, and crucially involved themselves in work 
against the racists and fascists in their own localities. 

It is a simple fact that the campaign against the BNP 
this year was largely bankrolled by the trade unions, 
something that would never have happened without the 
consent, and enthusiasm, of activists. Union after union 
passed motions condemning the BNP as we went 
through last year’s conference season, mandating their 
executives to get their union involved in the campaigns 
against racism and fascism. 

Most union activists know that the fight against the 
BNP and the racists is not a separate issue but an 
integral part of the general fight for trade unionism itself. 
While trade unions seek to unite a workforce, the BNP 


are enthusiastic supporters of apartheid-style segrega- 
tion which divides people along colour lines. 

When TUFS was formed, there were people who said to 
us that trade unions were a spent force, that union 
membership was in terminal decline and that it was not 
worth the effort. But we stuck to the view that the very 
real problems of trade unionism were part of the same 
political landscape that could allow the fascists to rise 
again. In order to defeat fascism, there had to be a 
strong progressive alternative and in a democracy that 
meant strong trade unions. 

Trade unions are now pulling away from years of 
decline. Moribund trades councils have been resurrected, 
while active ones have been given a shot in the arm by 
campaigning against fascism and racism. Where unions 
are active in local community campaigning, they find a 
new generation of activists becoming involved as they 
see that unions are relevant to them. In a country that 
has seen the loss of many large-scale traditional 
workplaces, people working on short contracts in 
insecure jobs and a massive increase in homeworking, 
the conventional method of reaching members and 
potential members through the workplace is simply not 
always possible. That is why unions leading the 
campaigns against racism and fascism in our 
communities is both good for the campaign against the 
BNP and for the unions themselves as they reach people 
that they would not have otherwise reached. 

With the heat of the election behind us, it will be 
tempting to sit back and breathe a sigh of relief that the 
BNP did not do so well. But the reality is that that 
the BNP was sidelined by the United Kingdom 
Independence Party who, in addition, to its apparent 
single-issue opposition to the European Union, is also, 
in reality, opposed to “asylum seekers”. 

We all know that there is hardly a pub — or indeed, a 
workplace, unionised or not — in Britain where it is not 
considered “common sense” that Britain’s failings can be 
put down to immigration. Our task is one that will require 
huge amounts of work not during an election period but all 
year round. We cannot turn around deeply held prejudices 
overnight. But out goal must surely be to bring about the 
day when it becomes “common sense” that our poor 
services, lack of decent housing, low pensions and rising 
personal debt are not down to “asylum seekers” but years 
of bad government and economic planning. 

Now we are no longer in an election period we need to 
continue our work. The BNP intend to pick off places by 
standing in by-elections whenever they occur. Waiting for it 
to happen in our localities usually means that it is too late 
for us to do the work by then. Trade union based locally-led 
anti-fascism has emerged as a real fighting force over 
the last few years and we have to keep the momentum up. 
In the words of Dr Martin Luther King: “The thing that we 
are challenged to do is to keep this movement moving...” 
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Don’t think the 
iob has been done 


Interview with Brendan Barber, General Secretary, 
Trades Union Congress (TUC) by Maureen Foster 


caption 


n the run up to the June elections there was a 

much higher level of trade union activism 

focusing on the threat from the British National 

Party (BNP) than ever before. “This is very 
positive,” says Brendan Barber, the general 
secretary of the TUC. 

The TUC has a strong commitment to locally 
focused campaigns against the far right and 
Brendan is clear that the hard work done in 
communities to stop the BNP made all the 
difference. “It meant that the BNP did not go 
unchallenged. A huge amount of work was put in 
where they posed the biggest threat. We should 
pay tribute to all involved whose work saw that 
the BNP got no opportunity for a breakthrough 
and so did not achieve everything they boasted 
about achieving.” 

While the TUC praises the magnificent amount of 
work that has been done, Brendan is absolutely 
clear that it is important that trade unionists do not 
think that “the job has been done”. He is emphatic 
that “the BNP have been knocked back but we 
still have a lot of work to do to destroy them.” 
He stresses also that we should not be complacent 
about the massive UKIP vote. He asserts that any 
win for the BNP is unacceptable but also 
acknowledges that “at a time when dissatisfaction 
with government is high, people have not turned to 
the BNP to express their anger”. 

Brendan is positive about Searchlight’s campaign 
to Stop the BNP. “Searchlight has made a very 
big contribution in the run up to the elections. 
The TUC greatly values joint work with Searchlight, 
for example, anti-fascist materials, the joint 
Searchlight-TUC handbook and community-based 
work. It is very important that Searchlight extends 
and develops this work - it is key to defeating 
fascism”. 

Searchlight, of course, worked closely with 
Bradford TUC on the BBC1 documentary, The Secret 
Agent. Brendan acknowledges the bravery of those 
who worked on the programme and praises the 
“tremendous work done at real personal risk”. 

Brendan says that the real power of the 
programme was that it put a human face on 
what we have been saying about the BNP 
and demonstrates “the sheer level of hatred and 
bigotry of the BNP and its leadership”. The film, he 
says, debunks attempts by the BNP to put on a 
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respectable front and their suggestion that 
they are responding to the genuine Ps 
concerns of ordinary people. He adds 
there is a “seam of hatred 
running through the BNP and 
it is there for all to see.” 

The major question for 
Brendan is what further action 
the authorities will take. He says 
they will have to do a proper profes- 
sional job, looking at all the evidence 
on possible charges, including an alleged 
assault and alleged incitement to racial 
hatred by the BNP leadership, with a view to 
bringing charges. 

Another positive result he sees is that the 
Searchlight mole, Andy Sykes, demonstrated that 
there is a route out of the BNP. “People who find 
themselves drawn in by plausible lines should not 
feel locked in for life. | hope the film gives hope to 
people who have got involved with the BNP and give 
them pause for thought”, he says. 

He is also pleased that Barclays have closed down 
the BNP accounts although, of course, they will try 
to open another bank account. He thinks Barclays 
“realised that there was a real risk to their 
reputation by being associated with the BNP - they 
made a rational commercial judgment on that basis” 

It is appropriate that we are talking at the 
Tolpuddie Martyrs’ Festival in Dorset - celebrating 
the birth of trade unionism in Britain. This is 
because trade unionists need to remember and 
celebrate the founders of our movement who took 
risks and put their lives on the line for the right to 
organize and promote the values of collectivism. 

In our own period of history, trade unions need 
to be reinvigorated. The TUC is conscious that to 
defend trade union values and democracy we need 
to develop and increase community activism and 
political activity at the grassroots. Brendan 
maintains that there is a big job to do at 
workplace level. He asserts that there is a need to 
“really work on the issues that happen in 
workplaces and challenge institutional racism. 
We need to remind ourselves that black workers 
are denied proper opportunities to advance.” 
At Tolpuddie, he proclaims “trade unionists 
celebrate, male and female, gay and straight, 
black and white working together.” 


By Tim Lezard 


Trade unions across the South West united to take on 
the BNP in the run-up to this summer’s local and 
European elections. 

The South West TUC played a leading role, 
publishing an updated version of its anti-racist 
booklet Answering the asylum myths — keep the 
extreme right out of the South West, and convening a 
workshop for activists to coordinate campaigns 
throughout the region. 

These campaigns, willingly embraced by hundreds of 
trade union members, undoubtedly helped keep the 
BNP out of power. 

The party’s vote rose alarmingly to five times its 
total in the 1999 European election. However, 
although it received a total of 43,653 votes, its share 
of the vote was a pathetic 3%. The BNP did slightly 
better in the local elections, managing to scrape 
6.64% and 4.65% in the two Plymouth wards where 
candidates stood, although this amounted to a total of 
just 379 votes. : 

The key to the success was the TUC’s booklet, some 
30,000 copies of which were distributed to trade 
unionists who used them as a valuable tool to combat 
the BNP’s election lies. 

South West TUC Regional Secretary Nigel Costley 
said “The far right thrives on fear and ignorance so we 
felt trade unionists needed the simplest of weapons to 
fight the BNP - the truth. By putting this information 
into the public domain we were able to arm shop 
stewards and union reps with the arguments and 
evidence to take on the BNP’s poison.” 

It is hard to single out individual unions for praise 
because they all played an important role, but the 
Communication Workers Union, which represents post 
office workers, deserves an honorary mention after 
hitting the local headlines in May when it urged its 
members not to deliver BNP election material. 

The directive was a result of the union’s conscience 
clause, which means staff are not obliged to deliver 
mail if they find it offends their personal beliefs. 
This “boycott” of the BNP would have hit the party hard 
as its vile outpourings would not have been read by 
thousands of voters. 

The other aspect of the TUC’s campaign was alerting 
trade unionists of UKIP’s xenophobia and anti- 
immigration polemics. Answering the asylum myths 
quoted from the manifestos of both UKIP and the BNP, 
asking readers to spot the difference. 

Why not have a go yourself? Who said: “Britain is 
full. Immigration is out of control. British residents 
are justifiably resentful. They feel pushed out of 
public services they have paid for and cheated when 
asylum seekers seem to be receiving favourable 
treatment”? 

The decision to include UKIP -— from whose 
manifesto the above quote was taken — in the booklet, 
was seen by some to be slightly contentious, but Nigel 
Costley is unrepentant. “We were worried UKIP was 
playing itself off against the BNP, portraying itself as 
the respectable party of the right when compared to 
them. But, as our booklet shows, they share many 
views and, since the election, we feel our stance has 
been justified.” 
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y should the resistance to the BNP and other 

W:=: groups be organized by local Trades 

Councils (TUCs)? We believe that, not only are 

local TUCs best placed to engage in this struggle, but 

that anti-fascist activity itself can provide the catalyst to 
revive fading or moribund local TUCs. 

TUCs from across the North of England have recently 
come together to form the Local TUC Anti-Fascist 
Network. This is in order to share knowledge and 
experience and to facilitate the mobilisation of activists 
in the event of by-elections. Although, at present, 
only trade union organizations have been approached, 
we envisage that other local campaigns that share our 
goals will come on board. We also believe that it makes 
political and organizational sense for these campaigns 
to be better supported by local TUCs as they are in a 
unique position to help co-ordinate such campaigns. 


Credibility 

Most local TUCs were founded in the nineteenth 
century and they benefit from their long tradition of 
standing up for local communities. Even where they are 
small and on their last legs, they retain a respectability 
and place in civic society that is crucial, and have proven 
expertise and organizational ability. TUCs are umbrella 
groups that bring together key union activists and 
others to share information and campaign on an area- 
wide basis on issues of concern. This has meant 
campaigns against privatisation and cuts and closures 
in public services, fighting for health and safety at work, 
and demanding a working class voice in local policies. 
Like many trade union campaigns, the struggle against 
fascism is a defensive struggle. 

Bradford TUC, for example, has actively opposed 
fascists from the 1930s onwards, particularly in the 
1970s against the NF when we could mobilise thousands 
of unionised workers from the city’s large industrial 
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workplaces. Now the factories and mills have gone, 
the trade union movement is weaker as a result. 
Local TUCs need to position themselves differently, and 
to be involved in community issues and campaigning. 
Our members live in communities that are beset with 
problems. We need to represent their interests outside 
of work too. 


TUC-led anti-fascist campaigning 

Our strategy is for local TUCs to provide an 
organizational home for a wide alliance of TU activists 
and community groups concerned about racism and 
fascism (in particular those that represent the targets of 
fascist violence). Many different groups, including, 
critically, non-TU organizations, accept the invitation to 
work under our umbrella. With a growing number of 
activists, we have been able to use various strategies 
such as leaflet design and distribution, telephone 
canvassing, press liaison and local intelligence- 
gathering. Recruiting new people, many with no prior 
trade union involvement, has breathed new life into 
Bradford as well as other TUCs. The relaunching of 
North Kirklees TUC and the re-establishment of Oldham 
TUC as a successful campaigning organization is due to 
their centrality in local anti-BNP campaigning. 


Local approach 
The 2004 launch of United Against Fascism (UAF) is 
based on a national approach and there are several 
examples of where UAF activity has undermined the 
strength of local anti-fascist campaigning. However, 
recent experience has clearly demonstrated the need for 
anti-fascists to organize and campaign very much on a 
local rather than national basis, and we have adopted 
an unashamedly community development approach. 
This coordinated campaign makes every effort to link up 
with activists in neighbourhoods that the BNP are 
targeting, and to take up very localised issues. 
“Ward-profiling” prioritises the gathering of 
intelligence and the building of a wide alliance. It targets 
its major efforts on those wards that are most vulnerable 
to BNP electoral breakthroughs. We have gone from 
producing city-wide literature to ward-based literature 
and more recently to sub-ward level literature. 
The differences between communities in terms of 
economic position, geography, levels of deprivation, 
crime and a whole host of other life experiences 
means that our propaganda has to be precisely placed. 
A leaflet that works in one part of a ward may be entirely 
inappropriate, or even counter-productive, in another. 
The Searchlight tabloid, which was distributed 
nationally, included a centrespread of local issues. 
This absolutely highlights the need for local rather than 
nationally based organization. 

This type of work also helps to build a brand name. 
Our anti-fascist leaflets usually have “Bradfordian” as 
the masthead and is also used on other fliers and 
materials, for example, during the fire-fighters dispute. 
This further reinforces the message that we stand for 
something, while helping to make it clear that the BNP 
have nothing to offer outside their racism. 

Our campaign puts pressure on local institutions to 
take a principled no-platform position. Among other 
weapons, it uses the law and the police to achieve these 
ends, for instance, insisting on the implementation of 


the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000 which places 
statutory obligations on local councils actively to 
progress positive “race relations’. Few local councils 
appreciate this. 


Intelligence work 

Intelligence-led campaigning is also crucial. Andy Sykes, 
the BNP mole behind the making of the recent BBC film, 
The Secret Agent, had actually been working for Bradford 
TUC for 2 years. The film has had a massive impact in 
exposing the true face of the BNP but many other 
successes over the last couple of years remain 
unheralded. We always knew in advance where the BNP 
would be working and what issues they would try to use. 
Through Andy’s work, we were able to limit the BNP to 
just 10 candidates instead of around 25. Some of the 
candidates who were dissuaded from standing would 
almost certainly have won. 

Working closely with Searchlight and having access 
to their expertise and knowledge has also proved critical. 
Together with the tabloid newspaper, that was par- 
ticularly well received, collaboration with Searchlight on 
delicate “intelligence” issues has been fruitful. 


Tackling issues 
We must win the argument with local voters and 
convince them not to vote BNP. This will often mean 


West Yorkshire campaign 2004 


Terry McKay, North Kirklees TUC 


The likelihood of the British National Party (BNP) 
fielding up to 100 candidates in West Yorkshire 
presented the anti-fascist network with the 
prospect of some serious work when the campaigns 
began in January. As it was, largely owing to the 
marvellous incompetence of one Bradford organizer 
(Searchlight mole, Andy Sykes), the BNP stood just 
75 candidates across 68 wards. 

Much of the campaigning throughout West Yorkshire was 
centred on the intervention of local trades councils. 
In addition to Bradford, key areas such as Calderdale (with 
14 candidates), Kirklees (16) and Wakefield (12) all had 
established local groups that were either set-up or 
supported by trades councils. And in Leeds, where the 
threat posed by the BNP was limited to just one or two 
winnable wards, the group worked closely with the unions. 

The Bradford TUC campaign, over the previous two years, 
had been seen by many anti-fascists as a departure from 
lollipop waving and presented the possibility of some 
serious joined-up campaigning. The strategy of intelligence- 
led, community-based campaigning was used by local 
groups across the region. Working together on an almost 
daily basis allowed anti-fascists to develop techniques and 
share intelligence on expected BNP activity. 

The decision was taken in both Calderdale and Kirklees 
(authorities where the fascists already had councillors) to 
concentrate resources and activists only in wards where the 
BNP stood a realistic chance of winning. To spread ourselves 
too thin risked weakening the impact of our work and could 
offer the opposition an easier ride into the town halls. 

Unfortunately, not everyone on the left approved of such 
tactics and some groups enthusiastically pulled activists 
away from target wards to work in areas with large student 
or black populations where the BNP either did not stand or 


dealing with awkward issues, such as attacks by Asian 
youth on white kids. Many refuse to describe these 
attacks as “racist” despite the motivation often being the 
different skin colour of the victims. This is unhelpful and 
counter-productive. Trade unionists can, and must, 
condemn anti-social behaviour and, by doing so, deny 
the BNP the chance to racialise these issues. 


Strengthening the TUC-led campaign 

We believe that anti-fascist campaigns would be better 
served if they were supported or sponsored by local 
TUCs. One good example of this would be the anti- 
fascist campaign in Sheffield that distributed thousands 
of Searchlight tabloids as well as producing and 
distributing excellent local literature in key wards, 
despite attempts to prevent this group from working 
under the aegis of Sheffield TUC. Sectarian attempts to 
divide and confuse the anti-fascist struggle need to be 
resisted. In Bradford the misnamed Unite Against 
Fascism (UAF) refused to work alongside the Trades 
Council. Instead it masked its electioneering for Respect 
by involving itself in a campaign in areas where the BNP 
had no intention of standing. The TUC at all levels, 
needs, as a matter of urgency, to support the many 
valuable and effective local TUC campaigns against the 
nazis. This means holding to account those sectarians 
who would divide, disarm and sabotage the struggle. 


had very little chance of winning. 

From the outset, the work was highly focused and aimed 
at maximising voter turnout among anti-BNP voters and 
encouraging tactical voting. A crucial element in finding 
these people was the voter ID work that ran from February 
to June. Teams of eager number-crunchers were to dial 
their way through ten target wards in Bradford, Calderdale 
and Kirklees with regular monotony over a five-month 
period. The rewards were obvious and it was this 
information which formed the backbone of a far-reaching 
direct-mail campaign in the final weeks and days of the 
election period. 

As trade unionists this sometimes meant holding our 
noses and bolstering support for what (in normal times) 
would be considered the natural enemy of our movement. 
We have been assured that normal hostilities will be fully 
resumed once what is left of the BNP is taken care of! 

Following months of campaigning, thousands of phone 
calls, tens of thousands of localised leaflets and some 
250,000 copies of the Searchlight tabloid, the predicted 
BNP gains did not come and it was all the fascists could do 
to hang onto their existing seats. 

For all the wind and bluster that emanated from the BNP 
over the months leading up to the elections, it was a very 
different set of sorry-looking individuals that were last seen 
scampering out of the election counts in Calderdale, 
Kirklees, Leeds and Wakefield. 

A closer working relationship between trade union and 
trades council-led local groups can only strengthen our 
position in the coming period. It can be no coincidence 
that, in those very areas where TUC’s and unions actively 
embraced intelligent campaigning, the expected BNP gains 
did not materialise. Naturally, such groups deserve the full 
backing of national union leadership. 
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BNP thwarted in London 


LOCAL REPORT 


Searchlight 


By London UNISON 


he British National Party (BNP) was thwarted in its 
Tees to gain a seat on the London Assembly 
(GLA) or in the European Parliament. 

Greater London UNISON had recognised the 
potential threat of a BNP victory because of 
the proportional representation system used in the 
Assembly and European elections. The biggest danger 
was in the GLA poll. Only 5% of the vote was required to 
secure an Assembly seat. 

Members decided in autumn 2003 to team up with 
Searchlight to work on raising awareness amongst 
public sector workers in the capital. 

The region donated £10,000 to help fund a research 
worker at Searchlight and commissioned a special 
London UNISON edition of Searchlight. A specially 
sponsored centrespread produced by the region 
was included in the newspaper, written by and for 
UNISON members. 

It called on members, not just to get out and vote 
themselves, but also to engage with their friends, family 
and colleagues about the threat posed by the BNP to 
London. The message was “apathy is the friend of the 
racist BNP”. 
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Articles were also included showing that when 
UNISON members stand together, in the best trade 
union tradition, they win victories in the workplace. 

By way of illustration, the victory of the east end 
hospital workers against the worst aspects of the two- 
tier workforce was highlighted. The members in four 
hospitals, whose own origins are from across the globe, 
coordinated a magnificent campaign against low pay 
and exploitation. The message was clear — activism 
works and unity brings victory. 

Some 70,000 copies of the Searchlight paper were 
ordered and distributed across more than 100 branches. 
That added up to a copy for every other member, 
with every steward also receiving a copy in a 
separate mailing. 

Kate McLean, branch administrator at Brent Local 
Government branch commented “Every last copy of 
Searchlight was distributed to our members across the 
borough, not every campaign can claim that! The papers 
were not allowed to gather dust, the branch realised 
members needed to be motivated to vote and the work 
was done. I know all the stewards read the paper and 
those disillusioned with politics, who were thinking of 


not voting, changed their minds when they realised the 
scale of the BNP threat. 

“Activism certainly increased, with anti BNP posters 
appearing on all the union notice boards in Brent 
council’s buildings. It was also obvious from a trades 
council meeting that the unions were doing their bit 
too. Branch members even took the message out of 
the workplace and onto the streets with leafleting 
of the local tube station taking place in the run-up to 
polling day.” 

Predictions of a BNP success caused considerable 
anguish to UNISON members working at the GLA who 
work for the Assembly. In a show of determination, the 
GLA branch organized an eve of poll rally urging 
Londoners to get out and vote for parties other than the 
BNP The branch pulled together an impressive platform 
of speakers including Ken Livingstone, plus repres- 
entatives from the Greens, Liberal Democrats, Unite 
Against Fascism and the National Assembly Against 
Racism, as well as UNISON. 

Predictions that the BNP would be close to winning a 
seat proved correct - they finished only 3,000 votes short 


of the quota required for a London Assembly seat. 
The increase in the turnout of voters by around 3% had 
done the trick and kept them out. 

Though UNISON’s campaign, working with 
Searchlight in London, ultimately paid off, the union is 
not complacent. A lot was achieved in just over six 
months of campaigning against the BNP but we 
recognize that the work needs to be ongoing, with 
more and more trade unionists realising the value of 
their vote and taking steps to combat the BNP wherever 
they emerge. 

The BNP victories in nearby Epping Forest, and the 
fact that in some outer London boroughs the BNP 
achieved over 5%, mean that the threat is still very real. 

The work with Searchlight was vital to UNISON’s 
campaign as it raised awareness and prompted 
activism. That work needs now to be ongoing. With a 
general election possible next year, borough council 
elections in the following year and by-elections in 
between, UNISON is to determined to be at the forefront 
of exposing the BNP threat and will continue to work 
with Searchlight to do this. 


Fighting Fascism in 


London, the South East 


_and East of England 


By Southern and Eastern Region TUC 


Elections in the East of England, South East 
and London were taking place on a number of 
levels, with far-right candidates standing in local 
and European elections as well as those for the 
Mayor of London and London Assembly (GLA). 
In response to this, trade unions and anti- 
fascist groups united to mobilize grassroots and 
community activism against the fascists. 

The Southern and Eastern Region TUC organized 
a London-wide mobilization and campaign school, 
where 140 activists from a range of unions 
produced an agenda for action for the region, 
with a focus on organizing against fascism on a 
local level. 

The conference launched the joint TUC and 
Searchlight handbook, Organizing Against Racism 
and Fascism, which provided a whole range of 
materials for activists to use in an effective local 
campaign against the far right. The handbook 
offered practical advice about canvassing, 
producing leaflets, countering fascist propaganda 
in the press and media and, crucially, mobilising the 
anti-fascist vote. 

In the course of the election, these tips and 
suggestions were to prove invaluable. Local 
initiatives were established in Enfield, Hackney, 
Oxford, Cambridge, Portsmouth, Milton Keynes, 
Brighton and Broxbourne. In Newham activists 
held a public meeting addressed by NATFHE 
General Secretary Paul Mackney and speakers 


from Unite Against Fascism (UAF) and the 
Newham Monitoring Project, and organized a series 
of leafleting sessions at Underground stations and 
shopping centres. These campaigns proved useful 
in pulling together trades councils and other 
activists in the local authority to launch joint work. 
One example in Enfield saw 30 activists 
distributing over 2,000 leaflets to local homes in 
one weekend. 

One effective campaign tool was the monitoring 
of BNP leaflet drops and subsequent follow-ups 
with counter-leafleting. UAF literature, for example, 
was distributed to an estate in Pimlico, London, 
following a BNP campaign in the previous week. 

In the days immediately prior to the 10 June 
elections, widespread leafleting took place at all 
major rail stations in London. The leafleting 
encouraged people to use their votes so that total 
voter turnout would be higher thereby forcing the 
far right to increase their own percentage of the 
vote. Leaflet drops also took place at this time in 
several London boroughs, including Hackney and 
Tower Hamlets. 

In addition to campaign materials from 
Searchlight and UAF, literature was produced by 
several individual trade unions and the regional 
TUC published four campaign newsletters, 
including local campaign information as well as 
leading articles from the Mayor of London and 
Chair of the London Labour Party. 
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Searchlight 


By Allan Manning, North west TUC 


North West Report 


With contributions from Mohammed Azam, Peter Thorne, Jason Hunter, Alec McFadden, Peter Billington 


THE FAR RIGHT FAILED to make any headway in 
the North West in either the local or European 
elections. 

In the local elections the British National Party 
(BNP) in the North West fielded 55 candidates and 
polled 16.6% of the vote. In 2003 the BNP had 44 
candidates who received 22.9% of the votes cast. 
In the European elections, where party leader Nick 
Griffin was top of their list of candidates, they 
could only muster 6.4% of the vote. 

A large number of unions and trades councils 
were involved in the campaign against the far right 
in the run-up to the elections. In the North West we 
set ourselves the task of doubling the turnout - 
getting more than a million extra votes - and in that 
we were successful. In 1999 we were the region 
with the lowest turnout in the country, while 
this time we had the fourth highest turnout. 
In particular, turnout was raised massively in areas 
like Manchester where the largest number of votes 
were cast against the BNP. Even though there 
is evidence that the BNP’s impact has declined, 
there is no room for complacency 

Searchlight made a very valuable contribution to 
the campaign and the Coalition Against Racism 
Coordinator was able to offer assistance to a 
number of local groups. Amicus assisted with 
distribution of Searchlight and UAF material to key 
workplaces. We reached in excess of 100 large 
workplaces and distributed very large quantities of 
the newspaper and the UAF leaflet. In addition, 
Unison and TGWU ran a bus advertising campaign in 
East Lancashire and North Manchester. We also ran 
a series of short mobilising workshops that brought 
around 150 activists into the campaign. 

In Burnley the BNP lost the only seat they were 
defending and only won one other. In terms of 


Burnley 
By Peter Thorne and Jason Hunter 


IN BURNLEY THE BNP lost the only seat they were 
defending and only won one other. This was on a 
29% share of the vote and the anti-BNP vote split 
down the middle. Only 4 votes separated Labour and 
the Liberal Democrats, while the BNP were only a 
mere 29 votes in front. 

There was clear evidence of tactical voting against the 
BNP in other wards. The Tories got a massive vote to 
defeat the BNP in Worsthorne, while the Liberal 
Democrats got even more votes than usual in Briercliffe 
(a seat which the BNP won last year) and in Coal Clough 
where the BNP were a close second last year. In the 
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campaigning around 30,000 copies of the 
Searchlight tabloid were distributed across 
the borough. As well as Searchlight, the local 
churches and mosques worked together and 
delivered a joint leaflet that was very well produced 
and widely distributed. 

In Oldham the BNP failed to make any headway 
for the third year running. The local leaflets, 
produced with the help of Searchlight, highlighted 
the damage that could be done to the town’s 
prospects for regeneration by allowing in the 
incompetent and embarrassing BNP. 

A rally organized by Manchester Against Racism 
was attended by a thousand people and they 
leafleted all their target areas at least once. 

The Merseyside Coalition Against Racism 
& Fascism has very wide political support. 
The campaign has leafleted estates with quality 
leaflets, held a number of successful ‘Love Music, 
Hate Racism’ concerts, including 800 people at the 
Barcelona Bar, 800 at the Philharmonic Hall and 
2,500 at the Liverpool Students’ Union. 

Detailed research undertaken last autumn on 
voting patterns suggested that third party 
campaigning linked to broad-based organizations 
such as trades unions would have a positive 
impact. It also showed that localised and targeted 
campaigning would be particularly important and 
that immigration and asylum were important 
issues. The experience of campaigners and the 
results of the election bear out the main findings. 

Our future work needs to continue to support 
broad-based local initiatives, to raise awareness 
and confidence of trade union activists and to 
promote a progressive trades union response 
to the plight of migrant workers and those seeking 
refuge in our country. 


traditional Labour wards where BNP candidates were 
standing, Labour generally got a bigger share of the vote. 
There was only one ward where the BNP came within 
100 votes of Labour other than in the Hapton ward 
(which the BNP won). 

Overall Labour got a third of the vote, significantly 
better than most of the rest of the country. In the wards 
in which the BNP stood, the fascists only got 26% of the 
vote, or 4,545 votes, significantly down on the last two 
years. Even in the Euro election where everyone could 
vote BNP they only got 5,301 (16%) votes across Burnley, 
well down on the near 10,000 of the last two years. 


In terms of campaigning, around 30,000 copies of the 
Searchlight tabloid were distributed across the borough. 
The fact that all the main parties stood a virtual full slate 
of candidates helped (the Tories somehow found a 
full 15 and the Liberal Democrats managed 13). 
The continued negative press coverage of ex-BNP 
councillor, Luke Smith, doubtless helped, along with the 
defection of Maureen Stowe. 

Whilst distributing the Searchlight tabloid in 
Briercliffe one Sunday lunchtime, two campaigners 
happened to pass the BNP candidate’s house. He was 
watering his garden, saw the two campaigners, started 
shouting at them to go away and not deliver round there 
and then turned his hosepipe on them. As they were hot 
they were quite glad of the cool water and pointed out to 
him that he had just proved their point about the type of 
person that joins the BNP This was after he’d been 
slagging off Searchlight as a pack of lies for saying the 
BNP were criminals and hooligans! 

As well as Searchlight, the local churches and 
mosques got together and delivered a joint leaflet that 
was very well produced and widely distributed. 


Oldham 


By Martin Gleeson, 
Oldham Unite Against Racism 


In Oldham the BNP failed to make any headway for 
the third year running. Several factors contributed to 
this, however, including an extremely lacklustre 
campaign by the BNP. They were virtually invisible 
in all but the two Royton wards, where the 
performance of two UKIP candidates may well have 
been the decisive factor in the BNP’s narrow defeats. 
We cannot be complacent, and Royton will therefore 
be the focus for our ongoing work. 

On the positive side, our local leaflets, produced 
with the help of Searchlight, developed from simply 
denouncing the BNP as fascist, to highlighting the 
damage that could be done to the town’s prospects 
for regeneration by allowing in the incompetent and 
embarrassing BNP. We believe this, coupled with a 
sustained letter-writing campaign in the local press, 
helped to turn enough voters away from the BNP to 
produce the result we wanted. 


Merseyside 
By Alec McFadden 


THE CAMPAIGN ON Merseyside has seen unity of 
purpose and action on a scale that has not been seen 
for many years. The Merseyside Coalition Against 
Racism & Fascism, originally convened by the 
Merseyside County Association of Trades Councils, has 
very wide political support including the Greens, 
Liberals, Labour and Tories. The campaign has leafleted 
estates with quality leaflets and held ‘Love Music, Hate 
Racism’ concerts attended by hundreds of people in the 
past year. Many events are alcohol free dry bar concerts 
to which we attract young people and also encourage 
Muslim and other faith groups. The Liverpool Echo 
and Liverpool Daily Post are anti-racist and the local 
free sheets tend to follow this line. The coalition has 
received excellent publicity from these sources and also 
on radio and TV. 
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Affiliate to Trade Union 
Friends of Searchlight 


By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 

@ A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 

@ Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 

@ Special rates on training and educational materials. 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


Union 





national/regional/branch (please specify) 





Contact name 





Position 





Address 


Postcode 
Telephone (h) (w) 
Email 


Affiliation rates per year: 

Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members 
£75; 50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members 
£150; more than 500,000 members £200. Cheques payable to 
Searchlight 


Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG m Tel 020 7681 8660 m Fax 020 7681 8650 
email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com m www.searchlightmagazine.com 


Standing up against fascism 
National Unions affiliated to TUFS 


@ Accord @ FBU @ NUT 

@ ANSA @ IUHS POA 

@ AMICUS mi GMB Hf PFA 

@ ASLEF @ GPMU m@ PCS 

@ AMO @ MU T&G 

@ BFAWU @ NAPO @ TSSA 

@ BECTU lM NATFHE @ UNIFI 
BH CWU @ NASUWT @ UCATT 
m@ CYWU @ NUM @ USDAW 
@ Connect B RMT @ UNISON 


Make sure you branch/region/national union is affiliated to 
TUFS and actively works against the fascists. For more 
information call 020 7681 8647 
or e-mail tufs@searchlightmagazine.com 





LOCAL REPORT 





n last year’s TUC Congress edition of Searchlight, 

Rehana Azam reported that the Northern TUC Anti- 

Fascist Coalitions had just got over the local 

elections. Despite their successes, the coalitions 
were concerned that this year would see an unwelcome 
change to the face of the region's politics, However we 
are pleased to report that no BNP candidates 
were elected in either the local or European elections. 
Once again, Searchlight distributed special election 
newspapers throughout the North East, and our 
coalitions hit the streets and doorsteps of our region to 
challenge the fascists’ myths and lies. In Sunderland, 
heavily targeted by fascists both this year and last, the 
number of votes going to the BNP was reduced by up to 
50% in some wards. Across Britain the BNP suffered 
significant defeats, but the fact that the fascist vote is 
higher than ever before tells us once again that our 
efforts are more needed than ever. 

This past year has shown what can be done when 
trade unions work together in the community to defeat 
fascism. Since last year, activists with the Northern TUC 
have built local community based coalitions in 
Newcastle, Gateshead, Sunderland, Durham and 
Teesside. Looking back over the past year, Rehana Azam, 
GMB Officer and coalition coordinator has been 
astounded at their success. “This time last year the 
coalitions had only just started and the general worry 
was that we wouldn't be ready for the 2004 elections. 
Since then we've defeated the BNP in two local by- 
elections, we've organised the North East's first Respect 
festival and when the Northern TUC Annual Congress 
happened to coincide with an NF march in Newcastle, 
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Fighting fascism 
with the Northern TUC 


Congress was suspended and everyone left to march 
against them. This year has been exhilarating for 
everyone involved. If these coalitions grow, who knows 
what we can achieve.” 

Clare Williams, a Regional Convenor for Unison and 
longtime activist against fascism is equally delighted. 
“The North East hasn't witnessed a show of feeling like 
this for 20 years. The coalitions started on the left, but it 
is our communities that have made them a success. 
Politics is about feelings and there's a great deal of 
feeling about the BNP in our communities. If you're 
prepared to engage with it, help people to organise, 
you'll find a lot less apathy than you might think.” 
Having got the elections of the past two years out of the 
way, the Northern TUC is now looking forward to 
building on what it has achieved so far. Kevin Rowan, 
Northern TUC Regional Secretary said “The coalitions 
have grown exponentially over the past year but they're 
far from being a local institution and this is what we 
have to aim for. Challenging racism in the workplace 
and beyond has to be a part of all that we do.” 

Fourteen thousand people attended the Respect 
Festival over the May Day weekend and the Northern 
TUC is already in the process of organising for next 
year’s event, which it hopes will be even bigger. Kevin 
Rowan explained however that, despite these successes 
in the past year, trade unions still face considerable 
challenges. “The union movement still needs to draw in 
more young people, more women, and more people 
from diverse communities. The TUC can help by 
bringing trade unionists together, providing training 
and support and helping them to organize in 
communities. We're moving in the right direction, we've 
just got to move faster and build upon the successful 
model provided by the coalitions.” 


For more information on the work of the Northern 
TUC Anti-Racism Coalitions contact Northern 
Region TUC on 0191 2323175 or visit 
www.tuc.org.uk\par 





Fascists in 
our unions 








By K D Ewing, President of the Institute of Employment Rights 


internal revolt and financial turmoil, followed by the 

very public closure of their bank accounts by 
Barclays and the decision by police chiefs that BNP 
membership is inconsistent with employment as a 
police officer. Now there is another setback on the 
horizon, as the Labour government has very belatedly 
woken up to the danger of BNP infiltration of the trade 
union movement. 

Under legislation inherited from the Tories, trade 
unions are required to take into membership people 
they do not want. A trade union can not exclude or expel 
someone because he or she is a member of a political 
party. This means that a trade union must accept a 
known member of the BNP It also means that a trade 
union can not expel someone whose BNP membership 
comes to light after joining the union. Anyone excluded 
or expelled by a union for BNP membership is entitled 
to minimum compensation of £5,900. 

This is a matter of great concern to the labour 
movement. All trade unions are committed to equality 
and to fighting racism. Some - such as UNISON - make 
it quite clear that support for a racist organization 
is incompatible with membership of the union. All this 
is known to the BNP which has encouraged its members 
to infiltrate the unions in order to be expelled. The idea 
is that if the BNP member is expelled, he or she will be 
entitled to substantial compensation under the Tory 
employment laws. 

The strategy is made clear in the January 2003 issue of 
British Nationalist where the following article appears: 


: t has been a bad year for the BNP Failure at the polls, 


Cases! 

The BNP’s legal team is now pursuing no fewer than 20 
legal cases. All the cases taken on represent the easiest 
actions likely to bring the greatest reward. Even better, 
our Legal Department is now running the cases of four 
activists who were sacked from their unions for BNP 
membership. The four are now looking at the receipt of 
some very substantial compensation for the illegal 
actions of their far-left union bosses. This is most 
important. If you are not a member of a (left wing) 
union, then join. Those looking to be thrown out of their 
union and then getting a big five figure payout should 
make it known to the local union lefty (there’s always 
one!) that they are BNP members and may (even better!) 
be standing as candidates for the BNP. Watch the union 
lefties squeal and [then] delight in being chucked out of 
the union. You haven't got long to get on this particular 
gravy train, because the far-left loonies will soon stop 


their persecution of us once they find out just how 
expensive it can be! 

Happily this strategy is now beginning to unravel. 
The unravelling begins with the case of Jay Lee who 
brought proceedings against ASLEF though there is no 
evidence that Mr Lee joined ASLEF to milk it for 
compensation. The union had expelled him after it had 
been discovered that he was standing as a BNP 
candidate in a local election. Mr Lee is alleged to have 
distributed anti-Islamic leaflets, whilst dressed as a 
priest, outside York and Canterbury cathedrals and to 
have harassed a member of the Anti Nazi League who 
was handing out leaflets. 

According to an employment tribunal, Mr Lee had 
been unlawfully expelled from ASLEF because of his 
membership of the BNP. But in a sign that that the tables 
are turning against the BNP in February this year, the 
Employment Appeal Tribunal upheld the union's appeal 
and ordered a retrial. A freshly constituted employment 
tribunal will have to decide whether Mr Lee was 
expelled not because of his BNP membership but 
because of his alleged conduct. At the time of writing, 
the case has not yet been heard, and it is likely to raise 
some important points of principle when the hearing 
does eventually get started. 

In the meantime, an important series of amendments 
have been introduced to the Employment Relations Bill 
which is due to be enacted in October. This will make 
it clear that although trade unions cannot exclude or 
expel people because of their membership of a political 
party, they can now expel or exclude people because 
of their activities on behalf of that party. But even 
where someone is wrongly excluded or expelled for 
membership of a political party, the minimum award of 
£5,900 compensation will no longer apply where the 
exclusion or expulsion is done under the authority of 
the union’s rules. 

So the corner is being turned and the strategy of 
infiltration has been dealt two blows - one in the 
Employment Appeal Tribunal and the other in 
the Employment Relations Bill. Although trade unions 
will not be able lawfully to exclude or expel someone for 
BNP membership, it will now be lawful to exclude or 
expel someone for taking part in a wide range of BNP 
activities, It is nevertheless a matter of regret that the 
government has presented us with unnecessarily 
complex legislation. Why could it not have simplified 
matters by enabling trade unions to say that BNP 
membership alone is a sufficient reason for exclusion or 
expulsion from union membership? 
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uality, respect, unity 
defeating the fascists 


By Roger McKenzie, TUC Race Equality Officer 


e campaign for the recent local and European 
elections was hard fought throughout the country. 
One of the reasons for the hard fought nature of the 
campaign was that many saw the need to actively 
campaign against fascist infiltration in their communities. 
In many places, trade unionists were at the heart of these 
campaigns to win over local electorates to the benefits of 
equality and diversity rather than the politics of hate and 
division espoused by, among others, the BNR 

The fact that the BNP and other fascists did not 
achieve the electoral gains that they had bragged they 
were going to make, is a tribute to the many ordinary 
women and men throughout the country who worked in 
anti-fascist campaigns. Trade unionists could be found 
playing a supportive role in helping to defend local 
communities who were under attack from fascist lies and 
propaganda. 

Trades Councils in many parts of the country proved to 
be vital players in these local anti-fascist campaigns. Time 
and time again they put their organizational skills and 
expertise at the disposal of local communities. The com- 
munity relationships formed during this campaign will 
be needed again in the continuing fight against fascism. 
The relationships will also serve to deepen trade union and 
community links that can be drawn on at times of other 
need and campaigns. | congratulate trades councils on 
their excellent anti-fascist and anti-racist work which the 
TUC will continue to encourage and support. 

The TUC strategy of encouraging local grassroots 
campaigning is beginning to bear fruit. While we applaud 
the work of national organizations such as Searchlight 
and Unite Against Fascism, both of which have played 
central roles on the national scene, the TUC policy of 
prioritising local activity provides the maximum benefit. 
That is why the TUC General Secretary Brendan Barber 
launched the anti-racism and anti-fascism organizing 
handbook at the Birmingham National Exhibition Centre 
on 3 April of this year. 

The new organizing handbook, a joint TUC and 
Searchlight publication, provides basic guidelines on how 
to organize locally against racism and fascism. The hand- 
book is not just a negative message of opposition to 
racism and fascism or to the BNP We encourage activists 
to argue for the benefits of equality and a multicultural 
society. Unless we have confidence in arguing our own 
positive message, we run the risk of entering into a sterile 
debate that is entirely reactive to the agenda of the BNP 
and their fascist friends. The TUC believes that our 
message of equality, respect, and unity is one that is 
strong enough to defeat the fascist message of hate. 

Even though the BNP failed to make the major 
breakthrough they sought at the June elections, we 
cannot rest on our laurels and believe that the job has 


now been completed. In fact this is far from the case. 
One only needs to have seen the recent BBC television 
programme on the BNP to realise that they are still 
plotting their evil plans and they remain committed to 
creating division in communities and workplaces 
throughout the country. The task of anti-fascists 
everywhere is to continue to work locally to build 
alliances, expose the lies of the fascists and promote 
equality and respect. 

Campaigning and organizing against racism and fascism 
should not be a lonely job but, sadly, sometimes it is. 
We need to widen the base of trade unionists engaged in 
this work so that we are not just asking the same people 
we always ask to help us with these campaigns. 

There are many trade unionists who have already been 
encouraged to play an active role but we urgently need 
more to take this step. The TUC will provide whatever 
help we can, for example through education program- 
mes, to help identify and support new anti-racist and 
anti-fascist activists. What we must remember is that 
there are more people who support our values than 
support those of the BNP and their fascist friends. 
Our role as trade unionists must be to continue to unite 
communities against racism and fascism in communities 
and at work. We will succeed in this task by encouraging 
a wider participation of activists and by embedding 
equality into everything that we do as trade unions. 



























Fat Matt is back... 


In a new regular column Matthew Collins, 

a former Searchlight mole inside the far right, 
gives his views on the latest developments 
inside the British National Party and 


National Front. 


French letters* 


By Matthew Collins 


ast month I managed to upset one of our regular 
readers, by making mention of his penchant for 
sending soiled condoms to his political enemies 
and indeed, former party comrades). 

I was shocked when a clearly very angry Harry 
Mullin decided to send me a letter in response, asking 
for a right of reply. Well, seeing as it was not his usual 
French letter, I shall oblige the British National Party 
supporter by making a few things clearer, so that we 
can all get a taste of Mullin’s eccentric worldview. 
First and foremost, he claims that he was never a 
Communist, nor could he ever be one. More signif- 
icantly, he reveals that his stint in the Communist 
Party was paid for by both MI5 and Special Branch. 
This explains Mullin’s concern about the state of the 
British security services in June's edition of Spearhead 
(the tedious fascist journal run by former BNP leader, 
John Tyndall). Clearly if the spooks are stooping so low 
as to make use of Mullin’s “talents”, then they ARE ina 
desperate state! 

Mullin’s letter is a long, angry seven page rant, 
complete with diagrams and wild accusations, against a 
number of organisations, groups and individuals from 
(far-left group) Red Action and Searchlight mole, 
Ray Hill, to the Mayor of New York and the poor old 
wombats in Australia. He also denies sending Gerry 
“Bagel” Gable the original condom that got Mullins into 
such hot water. 

Mullins also reveals that he knows how to make 
bombs, but I need not worry as it’s not a threat, he’s just 
telling me so. Even more worryingly, perhaps, Mullins 
reveals that he is a poet and includes one of his literary 
odes which he says that I can reprint free of charge. 
In the interests of Searchlight’s circulation, I won't be 
reprinting it here. 


Glass eye for the straight guy? 

Some of you may recall the BNP leadership contest back 
in 2001 between John Tyndall and, eventual winner, 
Nick Griffin. Former National Front (NF) supremo 
Martin Webster weighed in to the vicious debate by 
alleging that he and the BNP’s current leader, Nick 
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Griffin, had enjoyed a relationship when the young and 
eager Griffin was keen to get ahead in the NE 

Webster was prompted to tell the world this lurid kiss 
and tell story because of his outrage at Griffin's 
hypocrisy. Griffin made a series of viciously 
homophobic remarks in the wake of the horrific bomb 
blast at a Soho gay bar that killed three people in 1999. 
The nailbomber, David Copeland, was, of course, a 
BNP supporter. 

At the time of Webster's allegations (reprinted in 
Searchlight and the Sunday Times amongst other 
publications), Griffin’s nervous supporters claimed 
that he would sue. Strangely, however, the legal writs 
never arrived, which is unusual, given the scurrilous 
legal threats that emanate from the BNP, every fifteen 
minutes or so, Webster threatened to reveal more 
details in due course. Perhaps if he reads what the BNP 
website had to say about a gay rights march in Belfast 
in August, then his outrage may once again prompt 
him into action. The BNP exposed its familiar 
homophobic tendencies, stating that: “The nature of 
the parade and the filthy behaviour and lewdness of its 
participants would not be tolerated in any other 
circumstances.” 

Keeping up the theme of Nick Griffin’s former 
bedfellows, my attention was drawn over a low calorie 
latte last month to an article about Operation Wedge, of 
which I am proudly the director. Many of you may 
recall how when Nick Griffin was a senior member of 
the NF he went off on a strange, quasi-religious bent 
that also included shaking hands with Muslim 
extremists and chanting “Long Live Death”. It had the 
effect of almost killing that party off entirely. The other 
nine members of that group still remain today and 
publish their nonsense amongst themselves almost as 
sporadically as the NE Much childish guffawing from 
them flows about Operation Wedge or indeed “Wedgie” 
as they name it. Very funny stuff, not something I was 
unfamiliar with either. The name of this group you may 
ask? The International Third Position. 

*For the benefit of our foreign readers, “French Letter” 
is a British slang expression for a condom. 
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AUSTRALIA 


Jack van Tongeren, the leader of the nazi Australian 
Nationalist Movement (ANM), a group blamed for a 
surge in racist attacks in Perth, has been charged with 
planning to firebomb Chinese restaurants in the city. 
He was arrested by police, after a week long manhunt, in 
early August, when a member of the public spotted him 
in the centre of Perth. Magistrate Peter Black said van 
Tongeren had been charged on 19 counts of criminal 
damage and four counts of plotting arson attacks on 
Chinese restaurants in the west Australian city’s 
suburbs, Van Tongeren has been frequently convicted 
and jailed before for his violent extremist activities. 

Two other ANM members were jailed in August after 
pleading guilty to racist vandalism in Perth in July. 
The two, Daniel Klavins, 26, and Frank Lemin, 20, 
admitted spray-painting a synagogue, a police station, a 
Chinese restaurant and a kosher food store with racist 
and antisemitic slogans. Klavins was jailed for 10 
months and Lemin for seven. 


NEW ZEALAND 


A Jewish cemetery in New Zealand was vandalised at 
the start of August, in the second antisemitic attack in 
three weeks, following the jailing of two suspected 
Israeli spies. A chapel was set ablaze and dozens of 
headstones knocked over in the attack, which took 
place at Makara on the outskirts of Wellington. Police 
did not find any other signs of desecration around the 
graves, but more than 50 headstones were pushed 
over. The incident came just three weeks after sixteen 
historic headstones were smashed on Jewish graves at 
a cemetery in central Wellington. That incident, in 
which swastikas and nazi slogans were carved into the 
ground, occurred just hours after the jailing of 
suspected Israeli spies, Eli Cara and Uriel Kelman, 
for passport fraud. New Zealand Jewish Council 
chairman David Zwartz linked the desecration to their 
case, “I think there is a direct connection between the 
very strong expressions against Israel and people here 
feeling they can take it out on Jews. It seems to me it 
is Israel-bashing one day, Jew-bashing the next.” Police 
have arrested a 29-year-old man, believed to be a 
member of the fascist National Front, who has also 
been charged with a racial assault. 


RUSSIA 


Racist crimes in Russia are seldom prosecuted, and 
when they are, the accused are either acquitted or 
treated leniently, the Moscow Human Rights Bureau 
declared in August. The bureau says it receives reports of 
up to 600 racist crimes a year, but only 72 of these 
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offences were brought to trial last year, an increase from 
just 17 cases four years ago but still an appalling 
situation, Civil rights workers accuse heavily tattooed 
nazi skinheads, openly displaying Hitler's swastika, of 
being responsible for a rising wave of violent crimes 
against foreigners, natives of the Caucasus and human 
rights activists. Alexander Brod, the head of the bureau, 
says prosecutors blame their low rate of convictions on 
a shortage of expert witnesses in racist crimes. Yet, one 
of the country’s leading experts, Nikolai Girenko, was 
shot dead at the door of his Saint Petersburg apartment 
in June. Nazis later claimed responsibility for the killing. 
Girenko had carried out an investigation into a group of 
nazis called Schultz-88, who have waged a terror 
campaign in Saint Petersburg against residents from 
Russia's Caucasus republics. 


FRANCE 


The tombstones of 15 Muslim soldiers from North Africa, 
who fought in the two world wars for France, were 
defaced with nazi graffiti at a military cemetery in 
Strasbourg in August. Swastikas and SS symbols were 
daubed on the graves in the Muslim section of the 
cemetery, which contains some 5,500 victims of the two 
world wars. They also painted the words “HVE junior”, a 
reference to the German nazi Heimattreue Vereinigung 
Elsass (Patriotic Association of Alsace). The HVE was 
banned in 1993. French Interior Minister Dominique de 
Villepin issued a statement condemning the desecration 
and promised to use “every means to identify and 
prosecute” those responsible. Recent months have seen 
a series of acts of vandalism against Muslim cemeteries 
and places of worship. In one of the worst incidents, the 
gravestones of some 50 Muslim soldiers were daubed 
with swastikas at another military cemetery in Alsace. 
In August, unknown attackers also desecrated 34 
tombstones in a Jewish cemetery in the Saverne, 
painting red or blue swastikas on most of them while 
swastikas in black paint were found on 14 graves in a 
Christian cemetery in nearby Niederhaslach in June, the 
second time the cemetery was attacked in a month. 
Another swastika-daubing attack on 60 Jewish graves in 
Lyon on 9 August caused further outrage across France. 
A total of 300 graves representing a variety of religions 
have been desecrated in the Strasbourg region in recent 
months, with the attacks often being accompanied 
by nazi graffiti, slogans and symbols. No one has yet 
been charged in connection with any of the incidents. 
The fascist Front National has a strong local following 
in Alsace, where it scored up to 25% of the vote in 
elections in March. Meanwhile, police are investigating 
the daubing of a swastika and the slogan “death to the 
Jews” on the walls of Paris’s historic Notre Dame 
cathedral in mid-August. 


ITALY 


Public funds 
rehabilitate 
fascist women 


By Alfio Bernabei 


A GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED initiative to highlight 
the “positive and intelligent” contribution of women to 
Italian society has produced a book which features 
Rachele Mussolini, the wife of the fascist dictator, Edda 
Ciano, his daughter, Claretta Petacci, his mistress and 
Luisa Ferida, the wife of a fascist thug. 

Over a million copies of the book Italiane, financed 
by public funds, have been distributed free of charge 
to newsagents across the whole country and given 
out as a gift to buyers of newspapers. Stefania 
Prestigiacomo, the Equal Opportunities minister in 
Silvio Berlusconi’s government, writes in the book’s 
preface that all the 247 women listed “have the merit 
of having contributed to the collective growth of 
Italian women, to their evolution”. She states 
“strength and intelligence resides in all of them’ and 
concludes enthusiastically, “we must say thanks to all 
these women. The whole of Italy must say thanks to 
them. Every Italian has the civic duty to cultivate 
their memory.” 

An examination of some of these women’s lives and 
beliefs reveals that they are the worst possible role 
models for today’s Italian women. 

Rachele Mussolini was not the meek wife of the 
dictator that so many of her sympathizers have 
depicted. She was a rabid fascist herself. Given an 
opportunity, she knew how to exercise her power. 
On one occasion, she heard a priest making negative 
comments on fascism. She reported him to the 
fascists and had him deported to the internment 
camp in Dachau. 

Edda Ciano, Mussolini’s daughter, was equally 
vociferous in her support for fascism. She used to 
travel to London during the thirties to give 
encouragement to the Italian fascist authorities who 
had taken complete control of the twenty thousand 
strong Italian community in the United Kingdom and 
set up over a dozen fascist party branches, from 
Cardiff to Dundee. While the Italian ambassador, 
Count Grandi, visited the “Campo Dux” in Kent, where 
young Italians in fascist uniforms did some 
paramilitary training, Ciano used to preside over 
fascist ceremonies in the Edgware football stadium 
near Colindale, North London. 

Another “model woman’, apparently deserving of 
thanks, is Claretta Petacci. She sided with the dictator 
when he set up his puppet Republic at Sald, Northern 


Italy, under Hitler’s control. She was killed by partisans 
at the fascist dictator’s side as the two of them tried to 
flee Allied forces in 1945. 

Luisa Ferida was a film actress, whose husband, 
Osvaldo Valenti, was a member of the Nazi fascist 
Salo Republic. He joined a branch of the police in 
Milan that became know as the “Koch gang”. Over six 
hundred anti-fascists were arrested and tortured by 
this murderous gang in a building called Villa 
Fossati. The Italian film director, Pier Paolo Pasolini, 
dealt with a similar episode in the deeply disturbing 
film Salé, or the 120 Days of Sodom. Some anti- 
fascists were killed and others were sent to 
concentration camps. Ferida was accused of 
maltreatment and sexual humiliation of prisoners. 
She may have been mistakenly identified, but, 
having examined the documentation, the historian 
Massimiliano Griner is in no doubt that Ferida knew 
what was going on there. 

The inclusion of fascist women “deserving of 
admiration” in a book that has been freely distributed 
as a gift and financed by taxpayers’ money is a further 
indication of the political and moral collapse of a 
country that, only a decade ago, was ashamed to have 
given birth to fascism and sought to redeem itself by 
highlighting the anti-fascist values of the Resistenza. 


Daily racist propaganda 

Next year marks the goth anniversary of the liberation 
of Italy from fascism. But it is highly unlikely that 
Berlusconi's government will spend taxpayers’ money 
on distributing information to educate Italians about 
the importance of keeping fascism and racism at bay. 

The whole country is being flooded with a daily dose 
of racist and fascist propaganda. 

Oriana Fallaci, the author of several violently anti- 
Islamic books, has become a bestseller. Her latest 
Islamophobic tract sold up to a million copies in a 
single day. Its sales were significantly increased by 
being sold through newsagents associated with the 
Corriere Della Sera newspapet. 

The Justice minister, Roberto Castelli, of the racist 
and separatist Northern League, has publicly asked 
Italians to lend their support to Fallaci. Her 
pronouncements have helped to develop an 
atmosphere where racism is becoming more 
acceptable and there have been torch lit protests 
against the “Islamisation of Italy”. 

The Italian Branch of the European Network Against 
Racism commented, “We are very worried. Fallaci and 
others like her are using their popularity to create 
hatred. She is effectively telling thousands of people 
they must chase the Arabs out of Europe. It is the kind 
of racism that was unacceptable in Europe until a few 
years ago. Now with this kind of publication, it is 
becoming acceptable. The more these books are 
published, the more people even feel urged, 
encouraged and justified in wanting to chase the 
‘enemy’ out of Europe. It is exactly the same thing we 
saw in Italy when the laws were brought in against the 
Jews in 1938.” 

It is becoming increasingly difficult to distinguish 
between the racists and fascists in Berlusconi’s 
government (backed up their supporters in the media 
and the intelligentsia) and the views of the openly 
fascist parties such as the Alternativa Sociale, headed 
by Alessandra Mussolini and Forza Nuova, led by 
Roberto Fiore, the ex-terrorist and friend of the British 
National Party. 
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Nazi music murder case reopens 


By Bella Schneider for Antifaschistisches Infoblatt and Antifa-Net in Berlin 
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“Neighbour stabbed to death after row over loud 
music” screamed the headline of a regional newspaper in 
Saxony-Anhalt on 30 April 2000. This echoed a Halberstadt 
police headquarters’ announcement of the death, the day 
before, of 60-year-old Helmut Sackers. 

Sackers’ body was found on the staircase of a block of 
flats, where his partner lived, on the edge of the town. 
The pensioner had made a 999 call to the police at 10pm 
that very same evening. The call recorded him saying, “They 
are playing Nazi songs here, the Horst Wessel song really 
loud”. After a police officer promised to “look into it”, 
Sackers hung up. An hour later, he was dead, having bled 
to death from four deep knife wounds. 

Four and a half years after Sackers’ murder, the case will be 
dealt with for the second time at an appeal hearing, on 31 
August, to reconsider whether his killer — the then 29-year-old 
ex-nazi bonehead Andreas Schlemmermayer — had really acted 
in self-defence as he successfully claimed in his first trial. 

Andreas Schlemmermayer’s version of events was put so 
convincingly at that trial, in Magdeburg in November 2001, 
that not only his defence lawyer, but also the public 
prosecutor called, after a half dozen days of the trial, for his 
“acquittal”. The three judges evidently believed the fairytale 
that Andreas Schlemmermayer had defended himself from 
attack by the pensioner and, as a result, he was released. 

The latest hearing, in Halle, will also examine the 
question of whether the murder of Helmut Sackers had a 
right-wing extremist background. This possibility was flatly 
denied by the Halberstadt police chief at the time of the 
killing and by the prosecutor, Heidi Potzsch. 

For Potzsch, the chain of events was simple, a police car 
responded to the 999 call and drove to the apartment block on 
the edge of town. There, according to the police officers’ 
notebooks, loud music was being played but the lyrics were 
inaudible. In a discussion with Andreas Schlemmermayer, a 
tenant in the block, he admitted that Sackers was irritated and 
had told him, “If you play nazi songs again, | will have the law 
on you”. Afterwards, according to Pétzsch — the prosecutor, not 
the defence lawyer, remember — the old man returned to his 
partner’s flat, peace was restored and the police left the scene. 

Sacker’s partner, Heide Dannenberg, remembers the 
night’s events rather differently. The music remained loud 
and it stayed “brown” and it was the politics, not the 
volume, that worried the elderly couple. 

In Pétzsch’s mind, the content of music was clearly 
irrelevant and, therefore, in the original trial she failed to make 
a single mention of the fact that Andreas Schlemmermayer 
had a collection of more than 80 CDs by self-evidently nazi 
bands as Landser, Blue Eyed Devils and Freikorps. In addition, 
he possessed dozens of cassettes and videos as well as over 
90 different pieces of nazi propaganda material, including the 
magazine, Blood & Honour. 
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The court also took no interest in the fact that a video 
cassette called Kriegsberichter, which Andreas Schlem- 
mermayer had obtained from the notorious nazi NS88 mail 
order outfit in Sweden, openly called for the murder of 
“Reds”. For Pétzsch, none of this had anything to do with 
Sackers’ murder and Andreas Schlemmermayer’s “music” 
was for “private use” and not noticeably extreme right-wing. 

Heide Dannenberg and the family of the stabbed 
pensioner are still not able to come to terms with the 
verdict in the Magdeburg trial. For them, it is not a matter 
of a sentence but more that Sackers’ death “should not 
have been completely in vain. He did what everyone tells us 
to do, he showed civil courage and intervened against right- 
wing activity”... and paid for that with his life. 


FOOTNOTE 

If Sackers’ family lose the appeal, they will be liable to costs 
of up to £14,000. If they win the case, all donated funds 
will go to assist other victims of racist and xenophobic 
violence in Saxony-Anhalt. 

Donations, big and small, welcome by bank transfer to: 
Miteinander e.V., Account No.: 53 53 53 

Kennwort: Opferfonds / Revision Halberstadt 

Bank fiir Sozialwirtschaft Magdeburg 

Bank sort code [BLZ]: 810 205 00 


ANTIFA-NET 


Read our sister publications of ANTIFA-NET 
International Anti-fascist Network for Research 
and Action 


Germany Monitor www.apabiz.de i 


Antifaschistisches Infoblatt 
YaNUnaars(elleolectiarslellai sieve corel clic le) 


Enough is Enough 
ai ania arelellece)ee%,are(eligsoyeia(elel|sec)(ciarelersd ayy 


France Reflexes http://reflexes.samizdat.net 
Netherlands Alert! www.xs4all.nl/~afa/alert/ 
Norway Monitor www.magasinet-monitor.net 
Sweden Expo www.expo.se 

Poland Nigdy Wiecej http://free.ngo.pl/nw/ 


CNC, IREHR (USA); Kafka (The Netherlands) 
and Antifasistskiy motiv (Russia) 

are also part of the ANTIFA-NET International 
Anti-fascist Network for Research and Action 
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nazifes 


From Michael Klein for Antifa-Net in Micka 


Deutschland -wit kommen 





THIS YEAR’S PRESS festival for the German nazi 
newspaper Deutsche Stimme was attended by about 
5,500 fascists, an increase on those attending in 2003. 

The event, staged by the paper’s owner, the 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands (NPD), was 
held in Miicka, a remote village in eastern Saxony. The 
site has previously been used as a venue for large-scale 
nazi bonehead concerts. 

The assembled nazis who had travelled from all across 
Germany in cars, and in a fleet of more than twenty 
buses, were treated to an extensive programme of 
speeches and lectures, including one by the convicted 
terrorist, Peter Naumann. 

The afternoon “entertainment” for the Nazis included 
a rodeo-riding competition using an animated plastic 
cow and music by notorious fascist “songwriters” 
including Jérg Haehnel, Michael Mueller, Frank 


Rennicke and a soloist calling himself only “Sleipnir’”. 

The nazis always use these opportunities to exploit 
the gullible faithful and this year’s event was no 
exception. The NPD provided a huge tent selling T-shirts 
and CDs as well as lots of propaganda material from 
almost every nazi, racist, revanchist and militarist 
organisation in Germany. 

The keynote speakers at the festival were Herbert 
Schweiger, an Austrian former SS man, Hajo Herrmann, 
a fellow Nazi veteran, Alexander Kamkin, the foreign 
affairs spokesman for the antisemitic Russian Pamyat 
movement, and Udo Voigt, the NPD leader. 

The evening programme was bigger than at last year’s 
event and was opened by nazi hate music entrepreneur, 
Jens Piihse, with the declaration that he “did not want to 
see any right arms raised during the music even if a few 
might be twitching”. This injunction did not stop the 
large-scale display of swastika tattoos however. 

The main musical programme was provided by the 
ancient nazi rock band Radikahl, supported by its 
chanting shaven-skulled fans, by Kraftschlag, appearing 
for the first time since 1999 — its latest CD had sold out 
by the middle of the afternoon — and the little known US 
band, Youngland. 

The lack of policing at the nazifest was especially 
notable. The nazis were given a free reign, there were 
no systematic checks of ID cards and very few cars 
were searched. This leniency was in marked contrast to 
most other concerts, where the police routinely make 
drug checks. 

The NPD is receiving around 7% support in polls 
during the run-up to September's regional elections and 
there is now a very serious danger that voters, who 
previously saw a vote for the NPD as a wasted one, might 
now elect nazis to the state parliament in Dresden for 
the first time. 
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Viaams Blok Lite 


From Wim Haelsterman for AFF/Verzet — CAF/RésistanceS in Brussels 


June 2004 Election Results 


Party/Coalition 


Flemish Parliament European Parliament 


Christian — Democrat/ 


Nationalist coalition(CD&V + NVA) 
Viaams Blok (VB) 


Liberal coalition (VLD + Vivant) 


26.09 
24.15 
19.79 


28.15 
23,16 


Progressive/ 


Nationalist coalition (SP.a + Spirit) 


19.66 


Green party (Groen!) 7.60 





World: View 











THE EUROPEAN AND Belgian regional elections in June 
saw more success for the extreme-right Vlaams Blok 
(VB) party. 

Despite the party’s recent convictions for racism, 
and the involvement of its members in a series of 
criminal incidents, including a killing, its support 
continues to increase. 

Its electoral results now average close to 25% of the 
Flemish vote and in Antwerp and surrounding areas, 
the VB’s results have hit a record high of 35%. The VB is 
now the biggest single party in Flemish-speaking Belgium. 

In the June elections, the VB lists polled 24% of 
the vote for the Flemish parliament, 23% of the vote 
for the European Parliament and also had two MEPs 
elected. The party did not gain the highest overall 
percentage of the vote but this was only because the 
opposition parties formed a number of coalitions to 
increase their own electoral support. 

The creation of these coalitions was motivated by 
opportunism and political survival. The Vlaams Blok 
and the Green Party (Groen!) were the only major parties 
to remain independent. 

It seems that voters favoured those parties that had 
retained their independence. Both the VB and the 
Greens made significant progress compared with their 
results in the 2003 Belgian federal election. The VB had 
its best ever electoral results and the Green party 
doubled its previous result to 7.6%. 

Despite its gains, the VB remains where it has always 
been — frustrated in opposition and far from the real 
levers of political power. 

Yves Leterme, president of the Flemish Christian 
Democrat party and leader of the ‘electoral coalition’ 
with the right-wing nationalist NVA, formed a new 
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Flemish government in July without including the VB. 

The new Flemish administration consists of six 
parties formed into three coalitions: Leterme’s coalition, 
the ‘progressive coalition’ formed by Labour and the 
moderate nationalist party ‘Spirit’, and the ‘liberal 
coalition’ representing the liberal democratic parties 
VLD and ‘Vivant’. 

Leterme, however, is the first Belgian politician who 
has dared to talk openly with the VB’s leadership while 
forming his new government. This move was not 
welcomed by many as it was regarded as a threat to the 
mainstream political parties’ cordon sanitaire around 
the VB. ‘I only wanted to hear what they had to propose,’ 
said Leterme, lamely defending his unprecedented and 
rather grubby manoeuvring. 

The VB’s response to the elections will probably be a 
‘restyling’ of the party towards a softer and more 
acceptable image that will help the party to get its 
hands on power. However it is unclear exactly what the 
VB will do to accomplish this and how successful 
the strategy will be. 

The VB attributes its success, up to now, to its hard, 
straightforward image, its simple racist language and 
the presence of aggressive demagogic loudmouths like 
its leader Filip Dewinter. The nationalist roots and 
ambitions of the party hardly play a role any more in the 
VB’s success story. 

The planned changes are highly unlikely to be 
anything more than a cosmetic exercise that might 
involve adopting a new name and logo and trying to 
hide the nastiest bits of the VB’s racist programme. 


POLAND 


Russian president Vladimir Putin will visit 
Auschwitz in January to mark the 60th 
anniversary of the Red Army liberation of the Nazi 
death camp. When Soviet troops entered the 
camp on January 27, 1945 they found only 7,000 
sick and feeble prisoners because the Nazis had 
forced the 60,000 prisoners, still able to walk, on 
the infamous death march. According to Polish 
sources, between 1940 and 1945, nearly 1.1 


million men, women and children, most of them 
Jews from German-occupied countries, were 
murdered, starved, worked to death or died from 
various illnesses at the Auschwitz-Birkenau camp. 
Eighty-five thousand non-Jewish Poles, 20,000 
Roma, 15,000 Soviets, and 12,000 people of 
other nationalities also died at the camp. 





FPO on the Rocks? 


From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 


IT WAS INCONCEIVABLE four years ago, that Jérg 
Haider's right-wing Freedom Party (FPO) would win 
fewer votes in the 2004 European election than the 
Greens and would have only one MEP, Andreas 
MoOlzer, elected. 

In 2000, backed by a general election vote of 27.3%, 
Haider entered a coalition government with the 
conservative People’s Party (OVP) believing himself 
unstoppable and destined to be the next Austrian 
chancellor, Today, he can only dream about attaining 
such power. 

Since the FPO joined the coalition, it has been beset 
by problems. Haider, who once derided the “old parties” 
has frequently disagreed with his coalition partner. 
Whenever ministers voted for social spending cuts, 
Haider played the role of the populist leader of 
“hardworking Austrians” and demanded a review of the 
decisions. These theatrical interventions mean that 
Haider is no longer perceived as “charismatic” by the 
media and the public but as a right-wing demagogue. 


Extremist Roots 

Although the FPO claims to be an ordinary right-wing 
middle class party, the truth is somewhat different. 
In fact it has recently admitted its Nazi roots in print. 

Haider's sister, Ursula Haubner, has replaced him as 
the formal leader of the party. On 9 July, the state- 
subsidised right-wing extremist weekly, Zur Zeit (ZZ), 
edited by Andreas Mélzer, wrote that “all the leading 
members of the party come exclusively from the centre 
of the old national freedom camp.” The article explains 
further that “Ursula Haubner, née Haider, comes from a 
traditional “grofsdeutsch” [Great German] family, both 
parents having understood themselves in their youth as 
idealistic National Socialists.” 

Zur Zeit further states that the new FPO general 
secretary Uwe Scheuch, “was moulded by his 
grandfather Robert Scheuch, who was a prominent 
National Socialist”. 

Many leading FPO members also belong to extremist 
student fraternities. Both of Frau Haubner’s deputies, 
Heinz-Christian Strache and Gtinther Steinkellner, 
come from the Burschenschaften, the notorious right- 
wing duelling student fraternities. Steinkellner is a 
member of the Corps Alemannia in Linz, the same 
association, in which the infamous Nazi “martyr” Horst 
Wessel was once active, 

Ewald Stadler, the new president of the FPO’s political 
academy is, at the same time as being one of the three 
Austrian ombudsmen, a member of an extreme right- 


wing students’ fraternity in Innsbruck. 

These statements make clear the hypocrisy of 
conservative chancellor Wolfgang Schtissel, who likes 
continually to portray Austria as the “first victim of 
Nazism’. In reality, the partners in his coalition are 
people who attempt to camouflage themselves as 
“Austrian Patriots” at the same time as being proud of 
their Nazi roots. 

Extreme-right ideas still have a frightening degree of 
support among the Austrian public. The Austrian Press 
Agency revealed in a recent opinion survey, involving 
the participation of 4,000 Austrians, that “only 31% 
declared that they found a good side in National 
Socialism [emphasis added]”. This compares with 1987 
when 47% of the Austrians found redeeming features 
in Nazism. 

It is still too early to predict the final demise of the FPO 
which, despite its miserable European election vote of 
6.33%, remains a governmental party and which has 
driven the conservative OVP to the right. Unfortunately, 
however, the opposition social democrats (SPO) do not 
have clear alternatives to the social and economic 
policies of the right-wing coalition. 


Jorg Haider 
down on his 
luck 
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No New Dawn : 
for Greek Nazis 


By Kostas Koutelos and Anna Stai for 
Antinazi Initiative in Athens 


Greece’s far-right parties had mixed fortunes in June’s 
elections to the European Parliament. 

The openly nazi Golden Dawn organisation stood 
under the name of the “Patriotic Alliance”. The op- 
position to this nazi activity was limited. Three press 
releases from the Antinazi Initiative, inviting the 
government and all the other political parties to 
denounce the nazis, received no response from the 
media, the government, or the vast majority of 
the parties contesting the elections. 

The Internal Affairs Minister did, however, call a 
meeting of the parties contesting the elections, 
including the nazis, to allocate the amount of time for 
televised election broadcasts. At the meeting, 2 of the 
23 parties, the European Free Alliance-Rainbow and 
the communist OAKKE, complained about the nazis’ 
presence and later walked out in protest. The minister 
dismissed their protests, arguing that the Patriotic 
Alliance had met the legal requirements for obtaining 
television time. 

The Patriotic Alliance’s broadcast was shown on 
various TV channels. The nazis “proudly” presented 
their “activities”, including their attempt to break up a 
conference of Rainbow, the party that represents the 
Macedonian minority in Greece. 

This incident took place in Thessaloniki, on 30 May, 
just two weeks before the elections, when a mob, led 
by 150 nazis, launched a violent attack in an attempt 
to break through a police cordon and enter the 
building where the conference was held. This assault 
was a follow-up to a similar attack in December last 
year that resulted in the conference’s cancellation. 

The 30 May attack failed because, this time, the 
police managed to control the mob. The nazis’ 
violence was encouraged by statements from the 
mainstream political establishment. Panagiotis 
Psomiadis, the prefect of Thessaloniki and a member 
of the ruling New Democracy party, stated before the 
attack that the conference organisers were 
“unwanted” in the city. The nazi violence again went 
unreported in the Greek media. 





Official tolerance or collusion? 
A shield of official tolerance has often protected 








Golden Dawn. A clear example of this is the fact that 
its deputy leader, Antonios Androutsopoulos, who is 
wanted for an attempted murder in 1998, is still 
at liberty. 

This official collaboration with the nazis was 
exposed in the Ta Nea (The News) newspaper on 17 
April. The newspaper revealed the existence of a 
secret police report highlighting the extent of the 
collusion between the nazis and elements within 
the police force who had conspired to prevent 
Androutsopoulos” arrest. Despite the gravity of this 
disclosure, there has been no official political reaction 
or investigation. 

In the European elections, Golden Dawn received a 
poor result of only 10,628 votes (0.17%). But their 
unimpeded freedom to carry out street activity 
and distribute propaganda has made them stronger. 
The party has also successfully tapped into a populist 
groundswell of support within Greece for reactionary 
anti-Americanism, anti-Europeanism and antisemitism. 


Long history of cooperation 

The widespread acceptance of these ideas was 
illustrated by the results for Giorgos Karatzaferis’ 
right-wing extremist LAOS party, which expresses 
similar ideas but has not been labelled as a nazi party. 
LAOS received 252,429 votes (4.12%) and its leader 
won a seat in the European Parliament as a member 
of the Independent Democrats group. 

Karatzaferis does not want to be called a far-right 
leader but has a long history of cooperation with the 
nazis. In 1998, as an opposition New Democracy (ND) 
member of parliament, he called on members 
of Golden Dawn to join forces with ND and promised 
them the secretariat of a ministry in a future 
government. When the Greek Prime Mimister and ND 
leader, Kostas Karamanlis, was asked by journalists to 
comment on this by one of his MPs, he merely 
answered that “on historical issues there are different 
approaches”. 

In 2001, having formed his own party, Karatzaferis 

made a speech in parliament claiming that there was 
a Jewish conspiracy behind the September ith 
terrorist attacks. A Greek Communist Party MP, 
Giorgos Hourmouziadis publicly supported these 
comments. 
In 2002, Karatzaferis included four nazis in his 
election list for the prefecture elections. Protests by 
the Antinazi Initiative wrecked the cooperation 
between LAOS and the nazis but LAOS still received 
14% of the vote. 

In the 2004 European election, LAOS included the 
notorious national socialist, Konstantinos Plevris, on 
its candidates’ list. Plevris is founder of a party called 
The Fourth of August (the anniversary date of the 











Metaxas dictatorship established in 1936) and was a 
councillor in the 1967-74 military junta. 

He has also written a book about Nazi propaganda 
chief Joseph Goebbels’ diary in which he claims that 
Hitler’s troops “admired the Greeks” and that it was 
the English forces sent to Greece that caused the 
German invasion in 1941. In another book Let’s talk 
about Jews, he denies the Holocaust and the 
existence of the Nazi gas chambers. 

The main ingredients of LAOS’ propaganda are 
antisemitism, xenophobia, nationalism and ranting 
against globalisation, the “New World Order”, the 
“Europe of the capitalists” and the so-called “global 
domination of Zionism”. These distasteful ideas 
are disseminated in the party’s weekly newspaper A1 
and by its TV channel Tele-Asty which transmits all 
over Greece. 

Another far-right Greek party, Makis Voridis’s Hellenic 
Front (Elliniko Metopo) is openly supported by Jean- 
Marie Le Pen’s Front National (FN) in France. On 5 June, 
Carl Lang, the FN”s general secretary, addressed a 
gathering of Voridis’ party in Athens. The theme of the 
gathering was “No to Turkey in Europe”. 

Voridis began his career in the youth organisation of 
the fascist party EPEN, which was a major supporter of 
the military junta. He hides his racism behind the 
argument that “illegal immigrants threaten to turn 
Greeks into a minority in their own country” and has 
the support of the weekly newspaper, Stoxos, which 
frequently makes racist and antisemitic remarks. 
His party scored a miserable 15,423 votes (0.25%). 

The danger of the extreme-right in Greece does not 
lie in its numbers but in the fact that far-right ideas 
are shared by large numbers of the population. 
This support, combined with the nazi organizations’ 
legal status, can lead people to demonstrate a 
tolerance of nazi attacks. 

This was amply demonstrated on the night of 4 July, 
when large crowds took to the streets to cheer the 
victory of the Greek team in the Euro 2004 football 
championship. Organized nazi groups mingled in the 
crowds, displaying the banners and symbols of 
the “Azure Army”, a group set up by Golden Dawn to 
gain influence amongst football fans. 

The crowds also contained immigrants who cheered 
side by side with the Greeks but were then chased and 
attacked by the nazis. The violence was encouraged by 
some in the crowd who chanted the racist slogan 
“Albanian immigrant whatever you do, you will never 
become Greek”. 

The police did nothing and claimed that it was 
impossible to make any moves against the nazis 
because of the size of the crowds. One officer went 
further and said that immigrants had no business 
being there and cheering. 

Needless to say, the hounding and beating of 
immigrants in the centre of 2004 Olympics city Athens 
failed to make a single headline and was not 
condemned by any of the mainstream political parties. 


Correction: 

In our May 2004 edition, we inadvertently printed a 
translation error, referring to “preventing outright nazis 
gaining a foothold in the birthplace of democracy”. 
This should have read: “preventing outright nazis 
gaining a foothold in the country that claims to be the 
birthplace of democracy”. 








SWEDEN 


Wife-beating National Democrat 
organiser gets 16 months 


From Pat Hennings for Expo and 
Antifa-Net in Stockholm 


SWEDEN’S FASCIST National Democrats (ND) party is 
rapidly crumbling as a result of in-fighting sparked by the 
imprisonment of national party organiser, Tor Paulsson. 
Although the ND’s internal feud did not begin with 
Paulsson’s jailing, his absence has made it worse. 

Paulsson was sentenced to 16 months in jail recently for 
assaulting and battering his common-law wife, a mother of 
four. The whole chain of events since his shock arrest in 
June has been a major embarrassment to the ND 
leadership, which is currently linking up with the nazi British 
National Party. 

The ND has made it a key part of its propaganda to claim 
to support Swedish women threatened by male violence 
(foreign males, that is) and has been wringing its hands in 
dismay as its de facto leader faced criminal charges after 
being arrested shortly after the Euro-elections. 

According to the prosecution in the case, Paulsson 
attacked his wife, hitting her with his bare fists, and seized 
her by the throat. He was also charged with intimidating her 
by pretending to stab her with a knife. 

Apart from the Midsummer events, Paulsson was charged 
with a further two assaults on his wife, one in April and one 
in early June. Ironically, Paulsson had the temerity to run 
pictures of his “happy family” as part of the ND’s Euro- 
election campaign. In court, Paulsson denied the 
prosecution’s accusations, but admitted having “slapped 
his wife” with an open hand, He also claimed she was a liar. 

Following the verdict, Paulsson has appealed against the 
sentence. According to his lawyer, Gunnar Lundgren, 
the sentence is “unreasonably harsh and possibly coloured 
by political intentions”. 

Although Paulsson has been dropped from. the 
party executive, the ND has not entirely abandoned him. 
Party spokesman Stefan Olsson also claimed that the 
16 month jail term sentence is too severe. 

Curiously, the ND has never previously protested at a 
harsh sentence given against other (immigrant) males 
convicted of violence towards women. If anything, the party 
has claimed that such sentences are too lenient. 

As a result of the adverse publicity, the ND is going 
through a bout of internal factional warfare which has now 
resulted in a split. One section of the party, led by the chief 
ideologist, Vavra Suk and former youth leader, Marc 
Abramson — recently sentenced for leading a nazi attack on 
last year’s Stockholm Gay Pride parade — has occupied the 
party's national headquarters in Stockholm, changed the 
locks, and is refusing admittance to party leader, Anders 
Steen. The Abramson-Suk rebellion against Steen and 
Paulsson has been simmering for several months. 

A clandestine Abramson-Suk faction meeting in mid- 
August gathered 40 party activists in Stockholm, among 
them the revisionist historian, Jonas de Geer, a former 
editor of the up-market right-wing Salt magazine. 

At least two local party branches have defected from the 
ND in recent months and, in early August, the ND homepage 
went down following active sabotage by a Steen loyalist. 
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Searchlight on the STATES 


National Alliance 
Inches Toward 
A New Path 


By Leonard Zeskind for IREHR & AntiFa-Net 


TWO YEARS AFTER William Pierce’s death, the National 
Alliance (NA) remains the largest and most cohesive 
explicitly antisemitic outfit in the white nationalist 
movement. With its reputation rooted in the race war 
terrorist novel, The Turner Diaries, and its association 
with the murderous exploits of The Order, it is the most 
important of like-minded American groups for may 
European racists. It has not been a trouble free org- 
anization of late, however. But predictions of its demise 
have proven entirely premature. 

While alive, Pierce was a commanding figure, his 
singular personality completely overshadowing the 
National Alliance itself. For three decades, he made all 
its important decisions and hand-picked its small tier of 
secondary leaders. Membership numbers grew only 
slightly for three decades though, and it was not until 
after the Oklahoma City bombing in 1995 that the 
organization became large enough in size to have a life 
of its own. 

By that time, competitors such as the Klan and militia 
groups had largely collapsed. The NA thus recruited a 
number of middle-aged movement veterans who had 
previously drifted in and out of different groups. Pierce 
also purchased Resistance Records during that period, 
giving him access to younger activists in the white power 
skinhead scene. The associated music business 
generated enough cash to build an infrastructure and to 
hire headquarters staff. One new person hired was Billy 
Roper, a former high school teacher. Roper soon had NA 
members marching and picketing on public streets, often 
alongside skinheads and other white supremacists. 

After Pierce died, the trouble began. The Ohio regional 
chief, Erich Gliebe, was promoted to the chairman’s spot 
and several ambitious types quit in opposition. 
Membership numbers reportedly declined as well. 
The organization also suffered from a loss of prestige and 
sales in the white power music business. Roper was one of 
the first to break ranks and siphon off a few others 
disgruntled with the new chairman. With Pierce dead and 
Roper gone, the NA quit picketing in Washington, D.C., and 
stopped exposing its members to photographers and other 
outsiders. Its relations with skinheads cooled as well. 





Internal Affairs 
Under the new regime of Gliebe the NA, has started 
inching in a slightly different direction. The organization 
has spent two years building its propaganda operations 
and re-creating a viable internal organizational culture. 
As chairman, Gliebe has focused almost exclusively on 
the NA’s internal affairs. He badly botched several 
difficult tasks, including the defense and support of a 
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leading cadre in Georgia who was arrested on felony gun 
charges. But at other points, Gliebe has enjoyed some 
noticeable success. Following a model he developed in 
Ohio, for example, local units have started sponsoring 
festival-style events, complete with folk dancing and 
ethnic foods. They have continued sponsoring meetings 
with outside speakers, such as David Irving, to help 
recruitment and keep the troops charged up. And cross- 
unit regional meetings now occur—an event virtually 
unheard of during the Pierce period. In the members- 
only monthly bulletin, Gliebe takes special note of these 
and other measures designed to build the esprit de 
corps. Unlike Pierce, he has also prominently featured 
the contributions of women members, perhaps 
reasoning that one key to maintaining long-term 
organizational commitments by men, is a concomitant 
membership of women. 

Despite his stature as the NA’s chairman, however, Gliebe 
has played a secondary role in its propaganda operations. 
He does continue to edit Resistance magazine but he writes 
little for it and relies on the new membership coordinator, 
David Pringle, to keep the cyberspace discussions going. 
It is here that Kevin Strom predominates. An NA member 
for over two decades, Strom is a drab apparatchik, a would- 
be intellectual without charisma or charm. But he has 
started re-publishing the National Vanguard magazine on 
a regular basis — a feat that Pierce was never able to 
quite accomplish. 

The NA’s websites pump out a steady stream of 
leaflets, newsletters and pamphlet-size tracts—some of 
which are also available in German, Spanish, French, 
Italian, Hungarian, Dutch, Portuguese, Russian, Serbian, 
Slovak, Finnish and Swedish. In addition, in at least two 
states, members have purchased large billboard 
advertising space, perhaps believing that putting their 
name in lights on the roadside will bring in new 
members. The leadership also claims that a half million 
pieces of printed matter have been distributed in local 
communities. While such distributions often generate 
press coverage, they usually occur anonymously and can 
not be considered anything more than “busy work,” that 
is activity designed to keep members from engaging in 
anything illegal or violent. 

It is on this point—the potential for members to 
engage in violence and criminal activity—that the new 
leaders have had the most difficulty. While alive, Pierce 
talked about violence as the province of “real men.” 
He kept his followers emotionally on edge with rhetoric 
about the courage of suicide bombers in New York and 
Israel. He published leaflets with titles such as “What did 
you do in the revolution, Daddy?”. When members 
followed his advice, however, Pierce would disavow such 
violence as “understandable,” but “premature” and not 
helpful to the cause. 

Under the new regime, such hot rhetoric is frowned 
upon and the “What did you do in the revolution” leaflet 
has been withdrawn by members careful to play down 
paramilitary and guerilla activity. 

In the end, the National Alliance’s long-term prospects 
may depend less on competitive sniping from 
former comrades such as Roper, and much more on how 
long Gliebe, Strom and Pringle can keep a lid on their 
own members. 


From the archives 
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Fascists on the 
Terraces 


The National Front’s football 
hooligan supporters have been 
in the news again recently. 
On the English football team 
visit to Latin America, they 
chanted racist slogans at 
young black players in the 
English squad. At Santiago 
de Chile airport, drunken 
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supporters displayed NF 
banners. 

In Lewisham, several com- 
munity groups have complained 
about the presence of NF 











the Millwall club. 

In Edinburgh, a Hearts supporter has complained that men chanted Loyalist 
slogans and National Front slogans throughout a Hearts- Arsenal game, and 
that police and stewards did nothing to prevent them. 

At Chelsea football club, chairman Ken Bates has promised to declare “all out 
war” on the NF. In the.club newspaper, Bridge News, Bates has promised to 
“isolate these social lepers.” “I intend to persecute and harass them at every 
opportunity. They will be thrown out of Stamford Bridge when identified”, he said. 

Bates’ promises are prompted by Football Association and Football League 
studies into the activities of the National Front. 
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Anti-racist organisations con- 
demned the murder of 15- 
year-old Richard Everitt in 
King’s Cross, north London, on 
13 August. Richard, who is 
white, was attacked by a gang 
of Asian youths in a racial 
attack. He died of stab wounds 
shortly afterwards. 

In a letter to The Ind- 
ependent, Jonathan Stanley, 
Director of Camden Racial 
Equality Council, expressed 
his condolences for Richard’s 
family. 
Sem “the well established Bengali 
community has faced high levels of racial harassment for many years,” he 
explained. That harassment continues today and the vast majority of racial 
incidents reported to the police fit that pattem.” But a new pattem had emerged, 
he continued with the first generations of Bengalis bom in this country. 
“They respond to violence in the same way as their white contemporaries.” 

They feel themselves the victims of police racism and “see no alternative to 
responding to racist attacks directly... That may mean retaliatory attacks on 
white young people. The result has been a continuing cycle of confrontation. 
It happens to have been a white youth who died last week; it could as easily 
have been a Bengali, and next week it might be.” 
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